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What do you think  
Congress will do  

about gun control?

OBITUARIES

Visit The Daily  
Courier’s Facebook  
page to comment.

INSIDE
Coming up: 
Forest City  
Town Council

The Forest City Town 
Council will meet next 
week and we will be there 
with the details.

Tuesday

Our View:  
Youth can make  
a difference

Over the last few 
months, The Daily 
Courier has reported on 
some commendable acts 
by the young people of 
Rutherford County.

See page A4
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

RUTHERFORDTON — 
Due to a drop in flu-like illness-
es in North Carolina, Ruther-
ford Regional Health System 
(RRHS) decided to drop its 
restrictive visitation regulation.

According to the latest 
North Carolina State Influen-
za Report, Friday marked the 
second-consecutive week that 
flu-like illness cases dropped 
below 6 percent. That percent-
age is the threshold that RRHS 
uses to implement its restric-
tive visitation policy.

Hospital of ficials did say 
that the RRHS facility would 
revert to its limited visitation 
status. According to RRHS, 
limited visitation at the hospi-
tal means:

• children and teens are 
discouraged from visiting the 
hospital at all;

• adult visitors and family 
members should be limited to 
the next of kin and close con-
tacts;

• visitors who do not feel 
well are asked not to visit the 
hospital at all;

• those who do visit are 
asked to use good cough eti-
quette by coughing or sneez-
ing into a tissue or the elbow 
(not into the hand);

• everyone is asked to wash 
hands or use hand sanitizer 
thoroughly before and after 
visiting.

Two weeks ago, the state 
report indicated that flu-like 
cases were as high as 10 per-
cent in North Carolina.

There has been no exact 
number of flu cases reported 
in Rutherford County, accord-
ing to the Rutherford County 
Health Department.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), the number of 
older people being hospitalized 
with the flu has risen sharply. 
That has caused federal of fi-
cials to make more flu vaccines 
available.

During a teleconference Fri-
day, CDC Director Dr. Thom-
as Frieden said that this flu 
season is “shaping up to be a 
worse-than-average season,” 
according to the Associated 
Press.

SEE RRHS/ PAGE A6

RRHS lifts 
restrictive 
visitation

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

FOREST CITY — Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was a servant to all people, 
Elder Tyreke Lamar Johnson, told a 
group of people attending a prayer 
breakfast at New Bethel AME Zion 
Church on Saturday morning.

“If it wasn’t for his ser vice, any 

minority wouldn’t be able to stand 
and function at the capacity as we are 
today,” Johnson said.

“He was a servant to all communi-
ties of people,” Johnson said. “Not just 
African Americans but to Caucasians 
to Latinos, and all.”

SEE LEGACY/PAGE A6

Legacy remembered  
in prayer breakfast

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

We asked our Facebook followers to give their 
fondest memories of the Retro Cinemas 4. Here are 
some of their responses:

 
My pawpaw taking all of us grand kids 

to watch The Jungle Book. That was a 
loooooooong time ago. But a good memory :)

Bambi Nicole Hester

 
Going to movies every weekend as a child 

and later as a teenager...
Darryl Lane

 
The grand opening of the theater with 

special guests, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans! 
Very cool!

Susie Carver Hartley
 
Saw my first movie (Pinocchio) there when it 

first opened as a single theater around 1972.
Joe Willis

Fond memories of Retro Cinemas 4

FOREST CITY — The lone theater in Forest 
City is under threat of closure in the coming 
month because of a new mandate requiring 
first-run movie theaters to convert to digital 
projection.

Michael Packett, owner of the Retro Cin-
emas 4, said that it will cost him $75,000 per 
camera or, $300,000 to replace all four of his 
analog projectors with new, digital ones.

“This is not something that we did,” Packett 
said. “It’s something Hollywood did to save 
money.

“It doesn’t save me money and it doesn’t 
save the consumer any money either.”

Smaller theaters across the country are 
grappling with trying to find a way to make the 

investment to switch to digital.
Film distributors decided, in May 2012, to 

SEE FILM/ PAGE A6

Retro Cinemas 4 faces threat of 
closure due to digital conversion

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Retro Cinema 4’s owner Michael Packett adjusts film on the reel, a task that soon will be obsolete due 
to the new requirements that all theaters convert their current film projectors to an all digital-format.

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Various Strands of film splicings hang in the pro-
jection room at Retro Cinema 4. This all too famil-
iar sight for projector operators is one that will 
soon be of the past for local theater owners.

Jean Gordon/The Daily Courier
Tyreke Johnson was guest speaker Saturday morning for 
the prayer breakfast honoring Martin Luther King Jr.

Tangled in film
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Suffering from Reflux or Heartburn?
the solu�on may be INCISIONLESS SURGERY

www.MyRutherfordRegional.com/GeneralSurgery or call: 828‐286‐1743
View the video!
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FOREST CITY— Communi-
ties In Schools of Rutherford 
County will be holding a men-
tor training session on Thurs-
day.

CISRC believes that every 
student deser ves a one-on-
one relationship with a caring 
adult.

Currently, 60 adults volun-
teer with this non-profit orga-
nization and help elementary 
and middle school students 
with their school work or by 
just being a friend.

“I always recommend peo-
ple take some time to devote 
to this program because I find 
it so rewarding,” said mentor 
Laura Hamrick, who volun-

teers with a student at Harris, 
in a press release.

Some of the mentors meet 
with one student, while others 
meet with small groups or in a 
classroom setting. Other men-
tors eat lunch with students.

Revis said that many times 
the volunteers enjoy the ses-
sions as much as the students.

“I think often people sign up 

to help a child and then they 
find that their lives are truly 
blessed and enriched by the 
time that the share with the 
students,” she said.

New mentors are needed, 
particularly at Ellenboro, Sun-
shine, Mt. Vernon and Pinna-
cle elementary schools.

A one-hour training ses-
sion will be held in Forest City 

at Florence Baptist Church’s 
Life Enrichment Center din-
ing room on Thursday, Jan. 24, 
at 10 a.m. Those participating 
can decide after ward if they 
would like to be mentors.

The session will be led by 
CIS Mentor Manager Amy 
Revis. Anyone interested in 
the training session should call 
828-288-0228.

CISRC to hold mentor training 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 
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stop supplying movies in 35-millime-
ter film due to a lack of availability of 
the film and the cost savings associ-
ated with sending first-run movies 
digitally.

“It’s a vicious circle and that’s 
really the best way to put it,” Packett 
said.

Theaters have until the end of 
April to make the conversion. If, at 
that point, that has not been done, 
those theaters that haven’t convert-
ed can either run older movies or 
pack up shop and close.

And, Packett said that closing the 
Retro Cinemas 4 will do more dam-
age to the community than anything 
else.

“When you go see a movie, you 
go to dinner or go shopping,” Pack-
ett said. “If the theater shuts down, 
it will affect the whole community.”

Once Packett realized that he 
would be forced to make the con-
version from film to digital, he said 
he immediately circled the wagons 
and tried to develop a plan to make 
the switch. He said he did what any 
businessman would do in that situa-
tion ... he went to the bank.

But, the response he got was ‘no.’
“They want to try to help you but 

when you’re financials show that 
you don’t make enough to pay the 
debt ...,” Packett said.

It isn’t that the Retro Cinemas 4 

doesn’t make money. In fact, Pack-
ett said that is quite the contrary. 
He said that the business is profit-
able, but that is not enough to pay 
for a $300,000 loan. He has invested 
in stadium seating, a 3D lens and 
upgraded analog projectors.

“Every bit of money we make 
here we put right back into it,” Pack-
ett said.

Now, Packett is doing what he 
said he wasn’t going to do ... he is 
going to the community to ask for 
support. He is starting by raffling off 
his Harley Davidson motorcycle and 
a 1968 Camero.

In addition, he is also showing 
Christian-based movies free on Sun-
day during matinee showings. The 
Family Christian Bookstore made 
the donation of the films that Pack-
ett said he will show for free on Sun-
days — including an all day showing 
on Jan. 27.

Packett hopes to draw on the 
community support he received 
when he re-opened the theater in 
May 2009. Prior to the re-opening, 
he said volunteers came to help get 
the theater ready by doing things 
like laying carpet.

In the end, he said he firmly 
believes he will raise the money nec-
essary to make the digital conver-
sion and keep the Retro Cinemas 4 
open.

“I know God had his hand in this 
because this theater should not have 
opened,” Packett said. “I do believe 
we are going to raise the money that 
we need.”

FILM
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Figures from the CDC 
indicate that the flu is 
widespread in 48 states, 
with the exception of Ten-
nessee and Hawaii. Friesen 
said that “overall activity is 
beginning to go down,” but 
activity is high in 30 states 
and New York City. That is 
an increase from 24 states 

the previous week.
The AP repor ted that 

the Food and Drug Admin-
is tra t ion has  a l lowed 
the maker of  Tamiflu 
— Genentech — to dis-
tribute 2 million additional 
doses of the medicine that 
have an older version of 
package insert.

RRHS of f icials  said 
there are precautions 
that can be taken to avoid 
spreading the flu. Those 
include:

• getting an annual flu 
vaccination;

•  k e e p i n g  h a n d s 
washed and clean;

• covering coughs or 
sneezes with a tissue or 
your sleeve;

• avoiding close contact 
with others if you think 
you may have flu symp-
toms;

• seeing your doctor if 
you are very ill;

• not traveling or going 
to school or work while ill.

RRHS
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Johnson said to honor a “great man’s 
legacy” it is the duty of Christians to 
display the character of Christ.

He said Christ died for the world 
and was a ser vant to all ,  “Mar tin 
Luther King, displayed some of those 
same characteristics.”

Johnson told the group God placed 
King “strategically on ear th for one 
thing ... to fulfill his destiny. I thank 
God we had such a great leader.”

Johnson said a mar tyr is a person 
who bears witness for Christ.

“It’s the way you live and how you 
die that is a witness to people ... show 
people how to get to Christ by the way 

you live and die.”
Johnson described King was a “type 

of martyr” who was killed for the pur-
poses and causes of Christ. 

H e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  B i b l i c a l 
character Stephen who was stoned 
to death because of his witness for 
Jesus. He said “Stephen just went to 
sleep.”

Johnson said some people didn’t 
want to hear King’s freedom speeches.

“Then Dr. Martin Luther King fell 
asleep ... He had a dream. You have 
to be so fixed on your purposes, even 
when people are gnashing at you.”

He concluded the prayer breakfast 
with thoughts on the Lord’s prayer.

Johnson, of Charlotte and the son of 
Albert and Barbara Johnson of Forest 
City. Johnson was a basketball stand-
out at R-S Central High School.

LEGACY
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Contributed Photos
Michael Packett owner of Retro Cinema 4 in Forest City plans to raffle off his 
‘68 Camaro and Harley Davidson motorcycle in an attempt to help further 
raise funds needed for the theater’s required digital projection conversion.

Jean Gordon/The Daily Courier
About 75 people attended a prayer breakfast Saturday morning at New Bethel AME Zion 
Church to remember Martin Luther King Jr.
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“If you’re serious about losing weight in 2013 do not miss this free 
one hour seminar.”

-Dr. Sarah Merrison-McEntire

Forest City, NC
152 W. Main Street

828-245-0202www.carolinachiroplus.com

Lose up to lbs in40
Safely & Easily - 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

40 Days

FREE WORKSHOPS

Thursday, January 31st, 5:30 p.m.
Seating is Limited, Call Today.

Or Call For a Free Personal 
Consultation thru January 31st!
Call Now 1-828-245-0202

If You Decide To Purchase Additional Treatment You Have The Legal Right To Change Your Mind Within 3 Days And 
Receive A Refund. Federal Recipients Are Excluded From This Offer

Annette
“I lost 23 lbs. in 40 days all 

done with no hunger or 
exercise, amazing program.”

Before

After
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