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RUTHERFORDTON — The Ruth-
erford County Airport Authority voted 
Monday to purchase property owned by 
Rutherford County Commission Chair-

man Julius Owens at nearly double its 
appraised value.

The Airport Authority voted unani-
mously — Rob Bole did not attend — 
Monday night to purchase Owens’ prop-
er ty located at 154 Goshen Road for 

$300,000 to bring the airport into federal 
compliance.

The price the Authority is paying for 
Owens’ property is approximately $30,000 
per acre. According to county records, 
the property is valued at $108,400 mean-
ing the purchase price is $191,600 over 

SEE PROPERTY/PAGE A8

Authority buys Owens’ property
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MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM
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F O R E S T  C I T Y

The lines are long as employees 
are seen scampering from vehicle 
to vehicle with wash buckets and 

sponges. There are always a lot of “how do 
you dos” going on.

At R&D Hand Car Wash off West Main 
Drive in Forest City last Saturday,  drivers 
waited under a covered shed as the vehicles 
received a cleaning job.

Owner Robert Rushing refers to the 
car wash as a “mini detail shop” and the 
only things missing are carpet and motor 
cleaning.

Rushing and co-owner Deon Hines 
began the business in February 2011 on a 
shoestring. They bought an $88 tent and 
outdoor carpet and began the business that 
has developed into a livelihood for the men 
and their families.

The business offers jobs for about 10 
employees. 

“We offer jobs for people who can’t get 
jobs sometimes,” Rushing said.

Some of the employees are former 
inmates or felons. 

“We believe in giving them the benefit 
of the doubt,” Rushing said. He and Hines 
are felons and understand the difficulties in 
finding a job.

“Some money is better than no money

SEE WASH/PAGE A8

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Robert Sheppard wipes the front seat of a vehicle undergoing a “mini-detail” cleaning.
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CAR WASH

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Cars begin to line up Saturday morning for a wash at R&D Hand Car Wash in Forest City.

F O R E S T  C I T Y  — 
Charles Andrew Bridges, 
18, of Summey Street 
in Forest City, and Brett 
Ryan Davidson, 18, of 
Main Street in Ellenboro, 
were arrested Monday for 
their involvement in three 
breaking and entering inci-
dents.

Between June 19-24 
the Forest City Police 

Department 
r e c e i v e d 
repor ts of 
break-ins at 
A lexander 
D a y  C a r e 
o n  S o u t h 
B r o a d w a y 
Street, Four 
S q u a r e 
C h u r c h 
on Mitch-
e l l  S t r ee t 
a n d  F l o r -
ence Bap-
tist Church 
o n  S o u t h 
B r o a d w a y 
Street.

After the 
most recent 

break-in at Four Square 
Church on Monday, For-
est City of ficers located 
a 2006 Ford Econoline 
van, that was taken from 
the church, in the 200-300 
block area of Pine Street.

Of ficers’ investigation 
also led them to a resi-
dence located on Summey 
Street.

Upon searching the res-
idence, officers recovered 
evidence from the break-
ins and arrested Bridges 
and Davidson.

E a c h  s u s p e c t  w a s 
charged with two counts of 
felony breaking and enter-
ing, larceny of a motor 
vehicle, felony larceny, 
four counts of injur y to 
real property, four counts 
of larceny after breaking 
and entering, four counts 

SEE BREAK-INS/PAGE A8

Teens 
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

of breaking and entering a place 
of worship and possession of sto-
len property.

Bridges received a $70,000 
secured bond and Davidson 

received a $80,000 secured bond.
Both suspects were placed in 

custody of the Rutherford Coun-
ty Jail.

Forest City Police are still 
searching for an Apple iPad, 
HP laptop computer and $157 in 
U.S. currency stolen during the 
break-ins.

“Our patrol of ficers displayed 

a great deal of initiative and 
investigative techniques that led 
them to the suspects’ location 
and our investigative staf f was 
able to take it from there,” said 
Forest City Police Chief Jay Jack-
son. “It was a team effort by our 
patrol and investigative staff that 
led to a successful conclusion in 
this case.”

BREAK-INS

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

and sometimes they 
can’t get jobs doing 
other things. Some 
people won’t hire felons,” 
Rushing said.

Two years after 
opening, the business has 
concrete and gravel from 
Tri-City Concrete and 
are paying rent for the 
property owned by Jim 
Robbins. The business is 
booming most days, they 
said.

Business manager 
Mandy Rushing, said 
they wash up to 90 cars 
a day. “Our goal is 100,” 
she said. Mandy is 
married to Robert and 
before she joined the 
business on a daily basis 
she had another job.

“My paycheck pretty 
much paid for this and 
the bills,” she said of the 
business. 

In addition to the 
personal cars, trucks and 
SUV’s, R&D cleans the 

vehicles for Rutherford 
County Transit Authority, 
Parton Lumber Company, 
Forest City Honda and 
other businesses. They 
pick up and deliver at no 
extra cost.

Vehicles arrive at 

the hand wash and are 
immediately directed to 
one of two double lines 
where employees begin 
the clean-up.

Customers can wait 
for their car under a 
covered shed.  While 

waiting, if hungry 
customers can buy hot 
dogs, hamburgers or fish 
sandwiches from the grill 
that is operating Tuesday-
Saturday. 

When the Rushing’s 
children Sean, 11, 
and Dasman, 9, aren’t 
in school at Thomas 
Jefferson Classical 
Grammar school, 
they are on tire duty 
or helping around the 
property. Saturday 
morning Dasman was 
running a little bit late, 
waiting for her freshly 
painted toe nails to dry 
before getting them wet 
and soapy.

The car washing 
business is always busy. 
“No body washes cars in 
the winter,” said Hines.

“You do have to have 
the patience for this,” said 
Hines as the water and 
sweat were dripping off 
his face.

The owners also offer 
a senior citizen discount.

 “We know how hard it 
is sometimes for them,” 
Rushing said.

WASH

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Rob Rushing stands with wife, Mandy, and children, Sean and Dasman, and Deon Hines.

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Anita Murray pauses while doing the inside detail work.
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the property valuation. The Air-
por t Authority had an indepen-
dent appraisal of the proper ty 
that valued it at $168,000.

Airpor t Authority Chairman 
Bob Howard said that the Air-
por t Authority made two of fers 
— including an initial offer of fair 
market value — that were reject-
ed. He said it was Owens that 
made a counter of fer that was 
subsequently approved Monday 
night.

“At the end of the day, I have 
to look out for what is best for me 
and my family,” Owens said in 
an interview Tuesday “I thought 
it was in my best interest not to 
accept that first offer.

“When I choose not to be a 
commissioner, I still have an obli-
gation to my family.”

A set of trees that inter fere 
with the federal ly mandated 
glide slope ratio of the runway 
approach.

According to NASA, the glide 
slope ratio is the calculation of 
how far a plane travels for every 
1-foot drop in altitude.

The trees located on Owens’ 
property have caused the airport 
to be in violation of the glide 
slope ratio of 20:1 since federal 
rules and county statutes were 
enacted in 1981.

“When the county passed the 
ordinance they didn’t do a study 
to see what was there,” Howard 
said.

I t  fueled a  feud between 
Owens and the Airport Authority 
that continued until the purchase 
contract was approved Monday 
night.

“In the ’90s, it was decided that 

the airport was just going to cut 
down the trees,” Howard said.

However, it was determined 
the Airpor t Author-
i t y  o v e r s t e p p e d 
i ts  responsibi l i t ies 
because it is the coun-
ty’s building and zon-
ing depar tment that 
is tasked with enforc-
ing the regulations set 
forth in the ordinance.

The 10 acres that 
c o m p r i s e  O w e n s ’ 
proper ty have been 
contentious since that 
time.

“We were told by 
the Division of Avia-
tion that we were in 
violation and if it continued we 
would lose federal funding,” How-
ard said. “They were right.”

If the Airpor t Authority did 
not remove the glide slope ratio 
violation, Howard said they were 
in danger of losing $150,000 per 
year in federal funding.

“The law says we were in vio-
lation,” Howard said. “The DOA 
said the federal gover nment 
wants to own the property.”

Ninety percent of the purchase 
price will be paid by federal funds 
collected on user fees while the 
remaining 10 percent — $30,000 
—  will come from the county’s 
general fund through a federal 
grant.

“They are an independent 
authority established under state 
law and they have the right to 
make the decisions they want to 
make,” said Carl Classen, Ruth-
erford County manager. “We will 
cer tainly abide by those deci-
sions.”

Howard said the only other 
option was to spend $121,000 to 
move the touchdown zone on the 
runway.

“We figured that the problem 
was never going to go away,” 
Howard said.

Howar d  sa id  the 
Airport Authority engi-
neering firm of WK 
Dixon hired a negotia-
tor outside of the Air-
port Authority to arrive 
at an agreement on the 
final price of the prop-
erty.

“It wasn’t our job 
to figure out what the 
price is,” Howard said.

O n c e  t h e  p r o p -
er ty purchase is final-
ized, Howard said the 
Airpor t Authority will 
remove the trees on 

the lot that affect the glide slope 
ratio in order to bring the airport 
into federal compliance.

“Acquiring this proper ty will 
help if we need to extend the 
runway,” Howard said. “We don’t 
plan on doing that but we will 
take the trees down.”

PROPERTY

RUTHERFORD COUNTY COMMISSION 
CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS

“We were told by 
the Division of 
Aviation that we 
were in violation 
and if it continued 
we would lose 
federal funding. 
They were right.”

— Bob Howard
Airport Authority 

chairman

FOREST CITY — 
Matthew Dillon Graybill, 
21, of Lakewood Drive in 
Forest City, was arrested 
Monday after-
noon for break-
ing and entering 
into Harris Ele-
mentary School 
located on U.S. 
Highway 221 in 
Forest City.

At 1:44 p.m. 
Monday, deputies 
with the Ruth-
erford County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to Har-
ris Elementary School in 
reference to a security 
alarm.

According to the sher-
if f report, as deputies 
were investigating the 
building a subject was 
seen fleeing on foot from 
the school.

Deputies gave chase 

but lost the suspect in 
the woods.

Ruther ford County 
Sheriff Detectives gath-
ered information from 
the crime scene and 

conducted inter-
views to develop 
Graybill as a sus-
pect.

Graybill was 
later arrested at 
his home after 
confessing to 
breaking into the 
school.

H e  w a s 
charged with possession 
of burglary tools, felony 
breaking and entering, 
larceny after breaking 
and entering, two counts 
of damage to a coin/cur-
rency machine and two 
counts of breaking a 
coin/currency machine.

Graybill received a 
$17,000 secured bond for 
his charges.

Man arrested 
after breaking 

into school
BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

THE DAILY COURIER

Matthew 
Graybill

CHERRYVILLE — 
The former police chief 
of Cherryville pleaded 
guilty in federal court 
Tuesday to charges of 
embezzlement.

Wo o d y  B u r g e s s 
entered his plea as part 
of an arrangement. He 
faces a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years in 
prison, a $250,000 fine, 
or both. He has also 
agreed to pay restitu-
tion.

Burgess, 60, is free 
on $25,000 unsecured 
bond. He is not allowed 
to leave the western dis-
trict of North Carolina, 
and he is not permitted 

to have firearms while 
awaiting sentencing. No 
date for sentencing has 
been set.

Attor ney Melissa 
Owen said that as part 
of her cl ient ’s plea 
arrangement, Burgess 
pleaded guilty to one 
count of embezzlement, 
which accounted for 
five city checks written 
for a total of $5,173 and 
three firearms.

“Mr. Burgess accepts 
responsibility for his 
involvement in this,” 
Owen said. “He is very 
remorseful for accept-
ing payment for over-
time and vacation that 
he was not authorized 
to accept.”

Ex-Cherryville police chief 
accepts plea agreement

BY THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS
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RUTHERFORDTON — The 
issue surrounding the purchase 
of land adjacent to the Rutherford 
County Airport could have been 
resolved in 2010.

Accor d ing  to  documents 
obtained by The Daily Courier 
Wednesday, a tentative agree-
ment between the Ruther ford 
County Airpor t Authority and 
Julius Owens — now Ruther-
ford County Commission Chair-
man — was signed in 2010 allow-
ing the Authority to cut down a 
pair of trees impeding the glide 
slope of approaching aircraft to 
the airport’s runway. The agree-
ment would have cost the Airport 

Authority $12,000.
The Airport Authority agreed 

Monday night to purchase the 
land and buildings on the property 
owned by Owens since 1958 for 
$300,000.

The trees have been a point of 
contention since 1981 when it was 
discovered they interfere with the 
federally-mandated glide slope 
ratio requirement for the airport.

The document, signed on Aug. 
26, 2010 by then-Airport Author-
ity Chairman Alan Guffey, Owens, 
Owens’ wife and their respective 
attorneys, indicated a “more for-
mal document” would be agreed 
upon on or before Sept. 2, 2010.

However, that formal agree-
ment was never signed, nor was 

the tentative agreement enforced.
“The lawyers said it was not a 

legal document and we could not 
enforce it as it stood,” Guffey said 
in an interview Wednesday. “That 
was a draft agreement.”

The agreement came prior to a 
meeting of the Rutherford County 
Airport Appeals Board which was 
going to hear an appeal brought 
by Owens asking for a decision on 
a notice received informing him 
the trees needed to be removed.

Owens said he never received 
the formal agreement indicated 
on the consent allowing the Clear 
Zone and Adjacent Transition 
Easement.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A8

Airport tree issue  
had resolution in 2010

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

ELLENBORO — Ashley Williams, 13, is still 
in critical but stable condition at Carolina’s Medi-
cal Center in Charlotte, after undergoing at least 
five surgeries from injuries sustained from a gun 
shot wound on Friday, June 21.

Williams was injured by a .45-caliber hand-
gun, the bullet hitting her arm before entering 
her abdomen.

The incident occurred at a relative’s resi-
dence on East High Road in Ellenboro, and 
according to deputies with the Rutherford Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, the gun shot was accidental. 

Deputies report that Ray Ponder, a cousin of 
Williams, is responsible for inflicting the acci-
dental wound.

Local fundraisers are planned to raise money 
for Williams, including a benefit hot dog supper 
and silent auction on Saturday, July 6 at 4 p.m. at 
Campfield Memorial Baptist Church in Ellenboro.

Thirteen-year-old 
improving after 
gun shot injury

BY ALYSSA MULLIGER
AMULLIGER@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Drama Camp students complete a rehearsal of “The Telling Circle” Wednesday afternoon in Rutherfordton. The play will be performed at the Maple Street Theatre of the Ruther-
ford Learning Center tonight at 7 p.m. all are welcome and admission is free.

R U T H E R F O R D T O N

Art and drama students 
joined forces this 
summer to create “The 

Telling Circle,” a production 
of the Rutherford County Arts 
Council.

The council offered 
two summer camps at the 
Rutherford Learning Center 
for students K-12 throughout 
the past two weeks. A drama 
camp was held from 10 a.m. 
until noon and a “Visual 

Arts for the Theater” camp 
was held from 1-3 p.m. Both 
were held Monday through 
Thursday and the campers all 
worked to put together the 
best show possible.

“It’s especially pleasing 
to have two different groups 
creating two parts of a whole,” 
said Matthew McEnnerney, 
executive director of the 
council.

According to McEnnerney, 
the play is based on the 
beginnings of drama when 
families and tribes would 

assemble and tell stories. 
The three African folk tales 
that are depicted in the play 
are “The Girl Who Loved 
Danger,” “How the Zebra Got 
it’s Stripes,” and “The Tale of 
Hamdaana.”

“We wanted to do a play 
that used masks and the kids 
could do the sets. We decided 
to do it because it gave a lot of 
opportunity for art,” said Diane 
McEnnerney, who wrote the 
music and adapted the stories.

While the drama campers 
were auditioning for parts and 

learning their lines, the visual 
arts students were painting 
sets and making masks for  
the characters.

The visual arts camp was 
taught by Roscoe Conn, an 
art teacher at East Rutherford 
Middle School.

“I have been working them 
to the bone. This is all kid 
driven. I’m doing as little as 
possible. But they are finding 
out that this may be a hard 
job to do, but it’s fun,” Conn 
said. “I wanted it to be the 
kids’ project. They are going to 

make mistakes. But they learn 
from those mistakes.”

Elementary age campers 
worked on their own art 
projects, like making paper 
mache masks and drawing 
their dreams inside of a jar, 
while the middle and high 
school age campers worked on 
painting the sets to be used on 
stage.

“We are pushing the 
envelope by having two camps 
going on but I’m thrilled at the

SEE CAMPS/PAGE A8

The Rutherford County Arts Council holds two summer camps
BY ERIN KIDD

EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 
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#7731
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#7752B

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA
AUTO, A/C, CD, PW/PL, ONLY 59K MILES
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#7066

2005 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING
AUTO, A/C, LEATHER, CD, 3RD ROW SEAT, DVD, VERY CLEAN

$7,990

#8012

2011 FORD FIESTA SEL
AUTO, A/C, PW/PL, LOCAL TRADE, ONLY 34K MILES

$10,970
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$11,870

#7999
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“Nobody followed back up with me 
on anything,” Owens said Wednesday. 
“I didn’t receive anything else and I 
assumed it was a dead issue.”

According to cur rent Airpor t 
Authority Chairman Bob Howard, the 
agreement was never brought up even 
after he became chairman in 2011.

“I didn’t think about it because, 
at that time, the Division of Aviation 
came back and said they wanted it 
done,” Howard said. “It never real-
ly crossed my mind to look into the 
agreement.”

He added that attempting to 
enforce the agreement would involve 
lengthy litigation and “we were 
already down another path.”

Even before 2010, Guf fey said 
overtures were made by the Airport 
Authority to pay Owens to cut down 
the trees.

“We offered him to pay to cut down 
the trees two years before the meet-
ing,” Guffey said. “We offered $10,000 
in an open meeting to top those trees 
and I even arranged an arborist to do 
the work to ensure the least amount of 
damage to his property.”

But, he said that option was 
rebuffed.

During the meeting which result-
ed in the tentative agreement, Guffey 
said there were still options on the 
table regarding the trees.

“Topping was an option for a very 
long time,” Guffey said. “We didn’t 
of fer to buy the proper ty but we 
would have.”

The current tax value of the land 
and its buildings, according to coun-
ty documents, was set at $108,400 
and an independent appraiser hired 
by the Airport Authority prior to the 
sale valued the land and buildings at 
$168,000.

The deal struck Monday had to 
be completed this week or else the 
airpor t would lose approximately 
$150,000 in federal funding because 
it was not in compliance with federal 
regulations, according to Howard.

Owens defended the sale and the 
price by saying he wasn’t just selling a 
piece of property.

“I sold my home, my barn and 
ever ything I have for $300,000,” 
Owens said. “That purchase price 
included everything I’ve worked for 
for 39 years … I’m fixing to walk away 
from that.”

AIRPORT

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

amount they can do. The good part about this is 
getting them behind the scenes and letting them see 
what goes on,” Conn said. “The joy of working with 
the older ones is that I can show them there’s a job out 
there to be had if they don’t mind burning the candle 
at both ends and being creative.”

Matthew McEnnerney said he is pleased with the 
work that both of the camps have put in during these 
two weeks.

“The kids have been very well-behaved and 
disciplined. They have produced a lot of creative bits 
of artwork,” McEnnerney said. “These camps are 
excellent in terms of social skills and being able to 
function as a team.”

Campers will see their work come together tonight 
during the show’s performance. It will begin at 7 
p.m. in the Maple Street Theatre at the Rutherford 
Learning Center and admission is free. The project is 
made possible, in part, by support from the Grassroots 
Arts Program of the North Carolina Arts Council.

CAMPS

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Along with set pieces, students taking part in the Visual Arts for the Theater camp also craft-
ed and painted an assortment costume accessories for “The Telling Circle.” The colorful mask 
seen here, in this rehearsal shot, is one such piece.

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Students in the Visual Arts for the Theater camp work together to get 
set pieces painted for the Rutherford County Arts Council’s produc-
tion of “The Telling Circle.”

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Visual Arts for the Theater 
instructor Roscoe Conn slips a 
mask on the head of student 
Dutchess Brown.

Students 
Michael Lugo 

(left) and 
Colton Clark 

work on a 
drawing 

project of 
depicting 

their dreams 
inside a jar.

Garrett Byers/ 
Daily Courier



RUTHERFORDTON — 
The estranged husband of 
Theresa McCraw pled guilty 
of second degree murder 
in Superior Court Monday 
morning. 

Michael McCraw, 62, 
stood beside his attorney 
Daniel Talber t and pled 
guilty to second degree 
murder and guilty of violat-
ing a domestic violence pro-
tective order that was issued 
a month before he shot and 
killed Theresa McCraw on 
Dec. 17, 2011, at Mountain 
View Kennels in Bostic. 

“Yes, your honor. I am 
guilty,” Michael said to 
Superior Court Judge Brad-
ley Letts.

After the sentencing 
phase of the hearing, Letts, 
sentenced Michael to 16 
to 20 years in prison with 
no chance of probation or 
appeals. 

He was transpor ted to 
the Depar tment of Cor-
rection in Raleigh after the 
90-minute hearing. He will 
receive credit for the 568 
days he has served in the 
Rutherford County Deten-
tion Facility.

During the hearing Mon-
day, District Attorney Brad 
Greenway told the scenario 
leading up to Theresa’s mur-
der. 

On Saturday night, Dec. 
16, 2011, Michael had sup-
per with family in Charlotte 
where he was living and 
then drove to Forest City 
where he stayed at the Qual-
ity Inn.  At about 4 a.m., he 
drove to Mountain View 
Kennels.

Neighbors told Greenway 
they saw the tail lights of the 
car and thought it was some-
one getting ready to set up 
to hunt in the woods.

E v i d e n c e  s h o w e d 
McCraw drove up and got 
into the barn loft and stayed 
until about 8 a.m. when The-
resa  went to the kennels to 
check on all the boarders.

There he used a pistol to 
shoot Theresa first in the 
back and then two more 
times in the head.

“He was lying in wait,” 
Greenway said. 

Greenway said the bul-
lets did not exit her head 
and they came from a .25 
caliber pistol Michael  had 
purchased.  

Talber t of Shelby said 
his client was “unclear” 
about what happened that 
day, but did remember buy-
ing the gun. 

Greenway said af ter 
Rutherford County Sheriff’s 
Officers and State Bureau 
of Investigation secured a 
search warrant they went 
to his Charlotte apartment.  

SEE MCGRAW/PAGE A5
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Above: Chip Hoppes (right) 
and Cooper Sellers, (second 

from right) sons of the late 
Theresa McCraw, stand with 

their wives and their mother’s 
friends outside the Rutherford 

County Courthouse on Mon-
day. Donna and Michael Hall-
man, Ellen Montgomery and 
Lynn Faltraco released bright 

purple balloons in memory of 
Theresa McCraw and other 

victims of domestic violence. 
Purple is the symbolic color 

for domestic violence.

Right: Michael McCraw 
entering a plea of guilt to the 

death of his estranged wife, 
Theresa McCraw.

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier

RUTHERFORDTON — There 
has been much discussion over 
the deal approved by the Ruther-
ford County Airport Authority to 
purchase 10 acres of land owned 
by County Commission Chairman 
Julius Owens at twice its appraised 
value.

Last  week,  commissioners 
discussed a possible takeover of 
the Airport Authority as provid-
ed under a local bill filed by Rep. 
Mike Hager, R-Rutherfordton, and 
passed by the General Assembly in 
June.

More recently, some members 
of the Airport Authority have spo-
ken about the land purchase where 
the Authority paid $300,000 for 
Owens’ homestead that was valued 
independently at $168,000 by two 
different independent appraisers.

“It depends on what perspective 
you are looking from,” said Author-
ity member Robert Ralph. “If you 
are looking at it from someone 
looking for the best interest of the 
airport, we have to do what we can 
to clear the approaches and that is 
an overriding concern. If you are 
looking at it as a taxpayer, you may 
have a different opinion of overpay-
ing for something.”

The land was purchased to 
allow the Authority to cut down a 
tree that interfered with the fed-
erally-mandated glide slope ratio. 
Authority members said if the prob-
lem was not resolved, the airport 
would stand to lose approximately 
$150,000 yearly in federal funds.

“There was a time limit from the 
FAA and the Division of Aviation,” 
said Authority member Jamie Lou 
Padgett. “It was either do it or we 
would not be considered an impor-
tant airport.”

In 2010, the Airport Authority 
reached a signed tentative agree-
ment with Owens allowing for 
an easement to remove the tree 
at a cost of $12,000. However, that 
arrangement was never enforced 
after being signed.

Additionally, the Airport Author-
ity could have used eminent 
domain to condemn the property 
and remove the tree. But, Authority 
Chairman Bob Howard said they 
“weren’t going down that road.”

“I believe Mr. Howard met with 
Mr. Owens and I don’t think Mr. 
Owens was receptive to the ease-
ment,” Padgett said. “He loved his 
tree.”

Ralph said using eminent 
domain may not have been cost-
efficient.

“When you are looking at it from 
the county’s perspective, we over-
paid for that property by $13,000 in 
county money,” Ralph said. “I don’t 
know what the legal costs would 
have been to get it condemned but 
it probably would have been more 
than $13,000.”

SEE DEAL/PAGE A6

Authority 
members 
speak on 
land deal

BY MATTHEW CLARK
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McCraw sentenced to  
16 to 20 years in prison

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Pleads guilty to 
killing estranged 

wife in 2011
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Both Ralph and 
Padget t  sa id  the 
Authority was up 
against a deadline with 
the threat of federal 
money being pulled 
because the airport 
would not be in compli-
ance if the tree wasn’t 
removed.

“In retrospect, with 
the information we 
had at the time, that 
was the best decision 
or we would lose the 
funding,” Padgett said. 
“I thought it should 
have been less money.”

Both also said they 
understand the air of 
impropriety surround-
ing the land deal.

“The situation was 
taken advantage of and 
we were overcharged 
but we knew that,” 
Ralph said. “When 
somebody knows that 
you really want and 
need that item, they 
are going to push the 
price up as much as 
they can.

“I don’t agree with 
paying more than it 
was appraised for. If 
I was on the County 
Commission, I don’t 
think I could have 
done that.”

“I feel that greed 
entered the picture 
and I have a bad feel-
ing that way,” Padgett 
added.

Now, Padgett said, 
the goal is to move 
past the issues sur-
rounding the deal.

“I’m concerned and 
I don’t think it looks 
good,” Padgett said. 
“But now we can move 
forward with market-
ing the airport.”

T h e  A i r p o r t 
Authority is sched-
u led  to  meet  a t 
5:30 p.m. today at  
the terminal at March-
man Field.

DEAL

RUTHERFORDTON 
— Looking for a place 
to get a haircut or mani-
cure? Want somewhere 
to enjoy live music and 
dancing? Need a new 
spot to sip wine or grab 
lunch?

Rutherfordton is now 
home to four new busi-
nesses, including Foot-
hills Music Hall, Salon 
74, Charlene’s Lunch 
Box and Rumour Has It.

F o o t h i l l s  M u s i c 
Hall features local and 
regional ar tists across 
several  genres,  from 
country to bluegrass.

“Our intention is to 
put as much music in 
here as we can,” said 
proprietor and musician 
Danny Hardin. “This is 
a place for good music 
without any alcohol or 
rif f-raff.”

Salon 74 prides itself 
on  be ing  a  “ fami ly -
friendly environment, 
af fordable and flexible,” 
accor d ing  to  s ty l i s t 
Jenni Bradley.

“Having just graduat-
ed cosmetology school, 
we are also much more 
updated in the newest 
and latest salon tech-
niques,” Bradley said.

C h a r l e n e ’ s  L u n c h 
Box boasts homemade 
lunch treats and sum-
mer time fare, includ-
ing burgers, hot dogs, 
sandwiches and all the 
fixings.

“People will enjoy our 
food because it is home-
cooked and homemade,” 
said owner Charlene 
Johnson.

Rumour Has It offers 
a place for people to 
unwind and relax while 
enjoying local  Nor th 
Carolina wines as well 
as international varieties 

by the glass and bottle.
“When the women’s 

suppor t  group Cork 
Chixx started, there was 
a real need for a place 
to accommodate ever y-

one , ”  sa id  co -owner 
Tammy Rowland. “So 
we incorporated Cork 
Chixx into the wine bar 
to allow the group to 
have a home and week-
ly place to meet and 
become more involved 
in the community.”

These new local mer-
chants of fer patrons a 
chance to be pampered, 
enter tained and simply 
enjoy themselves.

The newest local businesses on the block
BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

AMULLIGER@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Sherry Brunson and Danny Hardin are the owners of 
Foothills Music Hall on Trade Street in Rutherfordton.

Jenni Bradley, Megan Burns, Shurie Petty and Kortney 
Fish (not pictured) are the operators of Salon 74 on 
North Washington Street in Rutherfordton.

Charlene Johnson is the owner of Charlene’s Lunch Box 
on South Main Street in Rutherfordton.

Tammy and Payne Rowland are the operators of Rumour 
Has It on North Main Street in Rutherfordton.

Foothills Music Hall, Salon 74 and Charlene’s Lunch Box photos  
by Alyssa Mulliger/Daily Courier

Rumour Has It photos submitted

Foothills Music Hall
What: Dance club, music venue
Where: 127 Trade Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139
Hours: Saturday 7-11 p.m.
Operators: Danny Hardin, Sherry Brunson
Contact: (828) 289-5255
Uniqueness: “Our family band, the StarShooters, and Dan X. 
Padgett perform here regularly, and cumulatively we have 180 
years of experience on our stage.” —Hardin

Salon 74
What: Beauty salon, spa
Where: 117 North Washington Street, Rutherfordton, NC 
28139
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Operators: Jenni Bradley, Megan Burns, Shurie Petty, Kortney 
Fish
Contact: (828) 287-7476
Uniqueness: “The four of us stylists went to cosmetology 
school together and graduated together, and because of this 
we work well as a team and provide a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere.” —Bradley

Charlene’s Lunch Box
What: Lunch spot
Where: 470 South Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Operator: Charlene Johnson
Contact: (828) 748-2645
Uniqueness: “We have a variety of items that are home-
cooked and homemade, from chili to slaw to desserts.” 
—Johnson

Rumour Has It
What: Wine bar
Where: 211 North Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139
Hours: Monday 5:30-11 p.m.
 Tuesday closed
 Wednesday 9-11 p.m.; Cork Chixx 6-9 p.m.
Thursday 5:30-11 p.m.
Friday 5:30 p.m.-12 a.m.
Saturday 12 p.m.-12 a.m.
Sunday 2-9 p.m.
Operators: Tammy and Payne Rowland
Contact: (828) 287-1312; (828) 289-5596 (cell)
Uniqueness: “Rumour Has It is a relaxing place where friends 
and colleagues can come unwind while enjoying a glass of 
wine.” —Tammy Rowland

For the latest news and information 
visit The Daily Courier online at

thedigitalcourier.com
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One of the benefi ts available to Veterans of the 
armed services and their immediate families 
is the eligibility to be buried in a cemetery 
which is designated as a National Cemetery or 
“Veterans Cemetery”.  

This is a great benefi t in that the government 
provides a space, opening and closing of the 
grave, a headstone, and a vault (if required) at 
no cost to the veteran or his family.  Even though, 
this is a cost-effective benefi t, statistics show 
that National Cemeteries are mostly used by 
those that live within 100 miles or less from 
the respective cemetery.  However, if proximity 
of burial is not as important to the family, they 
may want to explore this opportunity.

There are two such cemeteries in North 
Carolina the Salisbury National Cemetery 
and the Black Mountain Veterans Cemetery.  
The Salisbury location is operated by the 

Federal Government while the Black Mountain 
location is State operated and has residence 
requirements for eligibility.

Space is provided on a fi rst come basis and is 
arranged only at the time of death, a veteran 
cannot reserve a space.  Eligibility is determined 
at the time of death by providing the funeral 
home with a DD-214 (Discharge Record).  The 
funeral home will then contact the respective 
cemetery of choice and determine availability 
and schedule a time for the interment.  

LANNY FUNCHESS 
  ––– FUNERAL DIRECTOR –––

“Quality Service with Compassionate Care”

Harrelson
Funeral Home
1251 Hwy. 221-A, Forest City, NC

(828) 657-6383
www.harrelsonfuneralhome.com

Points To Ponder

BURIAL IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY Stroke Support Group

Tuesday, July 16
3:30 to 5 p.m.

Crawford Building Auxiliary Room @  
Rutherford Regional  Medical Center

www.MyRutherfordRegional.com

Stroke is the third leading cause of death and a leading 
cause of disability in America. 

For more  
information,  

call 828-286-5509.  
There is no cost 

to attend.
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Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Sarah Harrill (left) and Janice Hale of Kernersville came to the farmers market Tuesday to buy green beans. They weren’t available due 
to the wet weather.

S P I N D A L E

Just a few farmers were 
selling fresh produce 
early Tuesday morning 
at the Rutherford County 

Farmers Market, leaving 
many of the tables empty.

Due to the abundance of 
rain during the past weeks, 
crops are being damaged and 
are being thrown away.

“Usually this time of year 
we’re full,” said Ricky Horne, 
farmers market manager. 
“Normally we would have 
been full three weeks ago,” he 
said, looking over the empty 
tables at the market off U.S. 
74A in Spindale. 

But due to the rain, crops 
are suffering.

According to the official 
rainfall totals at the Broad 
River Water Plant off Union 
Road near Rutherfordton, 
there has been 12.33 inches 
of rain collected since June 
1. June total rainfall was 5.48 
inches and already in July, 6.85 
inches of rain has fallen. 

According to records at the 
water plant, rain fell 18 days 
in June and rain has fallen 
every day in July except Mon-
day, June 8, although it rained 
in many areas of the county 

on Monday.
In Lake Lure where Wendy 

Craig measures the rainfall 
total for the National Weather 
Service, 5.4 inches of rain has 
already been collected for 
July. Rainfall for June was 4.8 
inches.

Rainfall totals vary across 
the county as rain gauges have 
collected record amounts of 
rain. As much as 12 inches of 
rain has fallen in some areas 
since July 1.

Horne said Jack Causby 
threw away one-half bushel of 
dew melons Monday because 

they got too much rain.
“Melons are bursting, toma-

toes are dying and people are 
replanting up to three times,” 
Horne said.

“This has put us way 
behind at the farmers market,” 
he said. 

Marc Kabot and his daugh-
ter, Cheyenna Kabot, were 
selling varieties of green beans 
and cucumbers. The Kabots 
are new farmers and own 
Kabot’s Full Quiver Farm off 
Old Henrietta Road near For-
est City.

This is the first year they’ve 

been in business.
“Is it raining more than 

usual?” he asked others at the 
market Tuesday. A newcomer 
to the county, he was sur-
prised at the amount of rain.

Kabot said the lower bot-
tom land at their farm is 
“flooded.” 

“Maybe it’ll dry out one of 
these weeks,” veteran farmer 
Russ Burnick said. “But 
they’re forecasting rain all 
week.”

From his garden off Silers 
Lake Road in Rutherfordton, 
Wade Tipton is gathering 
some tomatoes, but has 
thrown many of them away.

Kernsville resident Janice 
Hale arrived at the market 
with Sarah Harrill to buy Blue 
Lakes green beans, but there 
weren’t any.

“They are hurting on the 
vines,” Harrill said.

“We have replanted squash 
and cucumbers and they are 
already coming up,” Titpon 
said.

Jan McGuinn, cooperative 
extension agent, said Tuesday 
afternoon the 2013 growing 
season may not be as produc-
tive as in the past, “but all in all 
I think it will be a good year.”

She said if there are a few 
weeks of improving weather, 
“we’re going to be okay.”

The rain has had an impact 
on many vegetables, depend-
ing on the stage of growth 
they were in.

SEE RAIN/PAGE A8

Too much rain hurting farmers

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Cheyenna Kabot and her father, Marc Kabot, brought some of 
their produce from Kabot’s Farm to sell Tuesday at the market. The 
Kabots moved to the county about a year ago and said the bot-
tom area of their garden off Old Henrietta Road is flooded.

 Tables empty  
at market

R U T H E R F O R D T O N 
—  Rutherford  County  Airport 
Authority  members  got  into  a 
heated discussion over a possi-
ble takeover by the Rutherford 
County Commission during the 
Authority’s  regular  July  meet-
ing Tuesday night.

Authority  members  Rob-
er t  Ralph  and  Keith  Hunter 
exchanged  words  after  Ralph 
suggested the Authority vote in 
favor of a takeover.

“You (Ralph) have been  try-
ing  to  get  rid  of  us  for  a  long 
time  and  I  am  tired  of  hearing 
all  the  whining  and  the  crap 
because of it,” Hunter said.

The issue stems from House 
Bill  290,  a  local  bill  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  during 
this  session  that  allows  the 
County  Commission  to  serve 
as  the  Airport  Authority  at  its 
discretion.

Conversation  over  a  poten-
tial  takeover  gained  steam 
after  news  regarding  the  pur-
chase  of  land  owned  by  Com-
mission  Chair man  Jul ius 
Owens  at  nearly  twice  its 
appraised value by the Author-
ity.

During  their  July  meet-
ing  last  week,  commissioners 
asked Rutherford County Man-
ager  Carl  Classen  to  gather 
information  to  determine  what 
would  happen  if  the  county 
took  over  management  of  the 
airport.

Ralph  asked  for  the  item  to 
be  on  Tuesday’s  agenda  and 
gave  his  approval  to  the  mea-
sure, if the county chose to dis-
solve the Authority.

“This  is  something  I  would 
like to see happen,” Ralph said. 
“I would like to the county take 
it over.”

That  sparked  an  immediate 
rebuttal from Hunter.

“You don’t want to go by the 
rules,” Hunter said.

But  Ralph  countered  that  if 
the  county  were  to  take  over 
the  airport,  “it  would  end  talk 
about  secondar y  agendas  at 
work.”

“You’ve  had  an  agenda  ever 
since you got here,” Ralph said 
to Hunter.

“My agenda is to be honest,” 
Hunter  responded.  “I  can’t  be 
bought off.”

Airport  Authority  Chairman 
Bob  Howard  said  he  received 
a  letter  from  Classen  asking 
for  various  information  at  the 
request of commissioners.

“If  it happens, we are dust,” 
Howard said. “If they take over, 
we  are  history.  It  is  their  pre-
rogative and  if  they want  to do 
it, they will do it.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A8
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Michelle Renee 
Tipton, 41, Sleepy 
Hollow Road in Forest 
City, was charged 
with driving while 
license revoked, 
simple possession of a 
controlled substance, 
possession of drug 
paraphernalia and 
misdemeanor larceny; 
$5,000 bond.

Peter Dolf Van 
Arnhem, 60, Saint 
John Zion Road in 
Rutherfordton, was 
charged with domestic 
violence protective 
order violation; bond 
amount not listed.

Betty Loise Weeks, 
56, Ozzie Drive in 
Ellenboro, was charged 
with assault by pointing 
a gun, assault with a 
deadly weapon and 

communicating threats; 
bond amount not listed.

Derick Lee White, 
34, Morning Star Lake 
Road in Forest City, was 
charged with making a 
harassing phone call; 
$500 bond.

Anthony Wayne 
Wilkerson, 52, Doggett 
Road in Forest City, 
was charged with 
misdemeanor probation 
violation; $10,000 bond.

Incidents
Taylor Lawson 

reported an incident of 
assault.

Megan Stacey 
reported an incident 
of aggravated assault, 
kidnapping and damage 
to property.

James Flack reported 
an incident of larceny.

Maranda Price 
reported an incident 
of assault on a female, 
assault by strangulation 
and communicating 
threats.

Donald Hames 
reported an incident 
of damage to personal 
property.

Wallace Easler 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
and larceny.

Thomas Haire 
reported an incident of 
larceny and damage to 
property.

Dennis Bradley 
reported an incident 
of larceny of a motor 
vehicle.

Gabreal Cook 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering, 
larceny after breaking 
and entering and 
damage to property.

Reagan Cochran 
reported an incident 
of simple assault and 
communicating threats.

Marcus Whitaker 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
and larceny.

Mary Pruett reported 
an incident of burning of 
an uninhabited house.

John Skipper 
reported an incident of 
larceny.

Dustin Weeks 
reported an incident of 
damage to property.

Stephanie Hollifield 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
and larceny.

Kathleen Kline 
reported an incident 
of burning of personal 
property.

Brenda Brown 
reported an incident of 
larceny.

Jordan Pruett 
reported an incident of 
lost/stolen property.

Amanda Ramsey 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
and larceny.

Heather Lovelace 
reported an incident of 
larceny.

Pamela Hudgins 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
and injury to real 
property.

Amanda Yelton 
reported an incident of 
found property.

Louise Myers 
reported an incident of 
larceny.

Hazel Haynes 
reported an incident of 
financial card fraud.

Donald Murray 
reported an incident of 
larceny.

Juliet Shelton 
reported an incident of 
breaking and entering 
to a motor vehicle, 
larceny after breaking 
and entering, unlawful 
obtaining of a credit 
card, obtaining property 
by false pretense and 
possession of stolen 
property.

An employee from 
Verizon Wireless 
reported an incident of 
larceny and damage to 
property.

An employee 
of Butler’s Pawn 
reported an incident of 
conversion by bailee.

An employee of 
Wal-Mart reported an 
incident of larceny.

An employee from 
Dovetails and Rusty 
Nails reported an 
incident of larceny.

An employee from 
B&D Thrift & Loan 
reported two incidents 
of obtaining property by 
false pretenses.

An employee from 
Bi-Lo reported an 
incident of larceny.

An employee from 
the Town of Forest City 
reported an incident 
of larceny of power 
and larceny of a utility 
meter.

POLICE

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

“We have gotten all this water and 
the squash, beans and other vine crops 
have been impacted,” she said.

 Moisture creates more mildew and 
diseases. McGuinn said the water has 
created disease problems for ornamen-
tals as well as flowers.

“We are seeing some of those dis-
eases show up. The sunshine and drier 
conditions is going to help suppress 
them and will keep them in check.

“Anytime you have that much water, 
plus the oxygen levels in the soil and 
no sunshine, you are going to have 
some impact on crops,” McGuinn said.

“Tomato acreage, sweet corn, bell 
pepper and anything that was on 
plastic or elevated beds had a better 
chance of coming through this,” she 
said.” We will see the crops responding 
weather does improve.” 

Some farmers had to plant later in 
the spring and haven’t been able to 
take care of the gardens due to the 
water. 

Standing water is seen across large 
stretches of farmland.

The lack of local produce will affect 
consumers in the grocery store, at 
farmers markets and produce stands.

RAIN

MARKET HOURS
Tuesday: 7 a.m. to noon
Thursday: 1 to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. to noon
Locatioin: Hwy. 74A across from Big 

Lots
Call Ricky Horne: 755-6298 for 

information

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Farmers market manager Ricky Horne 
said the abundance of rain has hurt the 
crops in Rutherford County and has 
resulted in empty tables at the market 
located off US 74A in Spindale.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

“I have sent over the information and 
it will be up to the County Commission 
to do the job.”

In other business, the Authority:
• examined a potential draft com-

mercial lease agreement. Howard said 
the document will be turned over the 

Authority attorney Beth Miller for 
examination;

• reviewed the placement of two tow-
ers by private business. The Authority 
has to examine any new tower construc-
tion that may be in the path of the air-
port. The two towers discussed were on 
West Main Street in Forest City and Old 
U.S. 74 Highway southeast of Bostic;

• approved keeping Howard as 
chairman of the Authority and Hunter 
as vice-chair.

AIRPORT

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
This small dragonfly was seen admiring its reflection in the shiny hood of a car 
parked in the parking lot of McNair Field in Forest City on Monday. With quick, jit-
tery jolts of speed the insect would swoop low enough to almost touch the sun 
baked surface before darting back up in to the sky.

REFLECTIVE DANCE
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We’re here to deliver life’s 
greatest treasures. 

Lauren Lowe chose to have her 
daughter, Chloe, at Rutherford Regional 
because of the close, convenient location 
to her home and work. 

As a first-time mom, she found the 
childbirth education classes offered 
through the health system a great way 
to prepare not only for birth, but for 
the first days at home with Chloe. And 
having a nurse she could contact with 
questions was an added bonus. “I once 
had a question and texted Lucy (Calhoun, 
Childbirth & Women’s Health Coordinator), 
and she called me right then with the 
answer.” 

Chloe’s birth went very smoothly, with 
the doctor and nurses in The Birth Place 
putting her at ease. “You hear the horror 
stories about it being tense, but I never felt 
rushed - everyone was calm and treated 
me as if I were the only patient there.”

The Birth Place at Rutherford Regional 
offers compassionate, personalized care 
before, during and after your baby is born. 

Family Care and Pediatrics

General Surgery

Cancer Program

Home Care

Imaging

Orthopaedics

Women’s Services/Birth Place

MyRutherfordRegional.com/BirthPlace

Wound Care

Urology

McCurry-Deck Motors
www.mccurry-deck.com • www.mccurry-deck.com •www.mccurry-deck.comw

w
w

.m
ccurry-d

eck.co
m

 • w
w

w
.m

ccurry-d
eck.co

m
 •w

w
w

.m
ccurry-d

eck.co
m

“Nobody Knows 
Your Vehicle 

Better Than Our 
Certifi ed 

Service 
Experts”

Buick-GMC-Chevrolet

$24
*on most GM models and up to 

5 quarts of conventional oil

Oil Change & Filter 

HWY 74- A Forest City, NC 28043                 828-286-2381



 $1.50 • Serving Rutherford County • www.thedigitalcourier.com • Local Matters • Vol. 45, No. 167

Sunday, July 14, 2013

Today, T-Storms Likely. 
Tonight, Scat’d T-Storms.

High

83
Low

69
Forecast, Page A5

Rutherfordton
Lonnie Logan 
Eugene Robert “Bob” Smith

Page A3

OBITUARIES INSIDE INSIDE

Up to 
$104 in 
coupon 
savings

Little 
League 
baseball
Sports,  
Page B1

Our View
Page A4

INSIDE

RUTHERFORDTON — Some-
times rumors can prove to be 
trouble.

For the Ruther ford County 
Airport Authority, a rumor was 
used for a different purpose than 
one might think.

On Friday, airpor t employ-
ees as well as hangar operators 
learned that management at the 
airpor t would be changing in 
August.

However, after investigating 
the rumor, it was learned by The 
Daily Courier that the rumor was 
spread by an Airport Authority 
member to “see how long it takes 
rumors to spread.”

An airpor t employee con-
firmed Friday that Authority vice 
chairman Keith Hunter was in 
the terminal stating the manage-
ment of the airport would change 
in August.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A7

Rumor 
spread 

over 
airport 
change

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

RUTHERFORDTON — Becky 
DeAntonio knows all too well 
about the value of good health 
insurance.

But, DeAntonio faces a prob-
lem that several families across 
North Carolina face … a lack of 
coverage for her son.

DeAntonio’s son Lukas was 
diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder in 2012 at the age of 2.

Lukas had some therapy 
through early intervention but 
that stopped once he turned 3 
this year, leaving DeAntonio with-
out coverage for her son.

And  the  therapy  Lukas 
requires isn’t cheap. On the aver-
age, speech therapy costs $100 
per hour, occupational therapy 
is $120 per hour and behavioral  

SEE OPTION/PAGE A8

Searching 
for an option

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Rutherfordton 
woman fights for 
autism spectrum 
disorder coverage

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Campers Cheyenne Jones (left) and Lakiya Cooper enjoy paddling around the pond in a canoeThursday at South Mountain 
Christian Camp.

B O S T I C
ampers are catching 
a fire for God at 
South Mountain 
Christian Camp this 

summer.
“That’s what makes us 

different from other camps. 
It’s not just doing activities 
with the kids, it’s doing 
ministry,” said Steve Collins, 
executive director of SMCC.

The theme for summer 
camp this year is “Catch a Fire: 
Hunger for God”, based on 
the hit book and movie series 
“The Hunger Games.” The 
camp aims to help campers 
respond in faith to the call of 
God on their lives.

“The movies and books are 
so popular with the kids, and 
it really lends itself to spiritual 
application and fits in perfectly 
with the camp setting,” Collins 
said. “The whole idea is to 
take things from the Bible and 
make it relevant for the kids.”

Camp began at the end of 
June and continues until the 
first week of August. Campers 
ages 7-15 spend a week at the 
camp and enjoy many activities 
along with chapel services 
every night.

“My favorite part of camp 
is the chapel services. We use 
skits, video clips and stories to 
keep kids engaged in it. A lot 
of kids look forward to it, and 

I love teaching kids the Bible,” 
Collins said. “Kids think about 
God as hard to understand 
because they can’t see him. 
We want to convey the truths 
of the Bible in a way kids can 
relate to.”

Cost for the camp is $165 
per camper for the week. 
Collins said that the camp has 
been at capacity, which is 100 
campers, every week so far 
this summer.

“We have a scholarship 
program, so any family 
that needs help paying 
for summer camp, we can 
provide assistance. We have 
individuals and business 
that sponsor kids,” Collins 
said. “We’ve never turned a 
child away, and we won’t. We 
continue to let the kids come 
and trust that God will provide 
the funds.”

This summer camp has 
been a little different because 
of the rainy weather. Collins  

SEE CAMPERS/PAGE A8

BY ERIN KIDD
EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

SMCC holds summer camp for six weeks during the summer

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Dale Sollars (left) instructs camper Jacob Stone on the tech-
nique of throwing his disc during a round of disc golf at South 
Mountain Christian Camp Thursday. Sollars, who designed the 
camp’s course is on hand each Thursday to give campers point-
ers on the sport.

ONLINE
 For more information 

about SMCC summer camp 
visit www.southmountain 
christiancamp.org or call 
828-245-3322. There is still 
space for campers during 
the July 21-16 session and 
the July 28- Aug. 2 session.

C

CAMPERS 
CATCH A FIRE
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Rutherford Urology
Accepting Patients Call 287‐7332

W. Glover Li�le, MD MyRutherfordRegional.com/Urology
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Even though the 
Rutherford County Com-
mission will be consid-
ering local legislation 
which allows them to 
take over the Airpor t 
Authority and move its 
m a n a g e m e n t  u n d e r 
the county umbrella, 
no changes have been 
approved or even dis-
cussed on the county 
level.

In fact, at Tuesday’s 
Airport Authority meet-
ing, it was decided that 
Authority Chairman Bob 
Howard would continue 
managing the airport on 
behalf of the Authority.

“I did it to see how 
long it takes rumors to 
spread,” Hunter said. 
“There are people who 
stir up a lot of things at 
the airpor t, and I will 
leave it at that.”

Howar d  sa id  the 
rumor was started with-
out his knowledge until 
after the fact it hap-
pened.

“Frankly,  I  didn’ t 
think it would go any-
where,” Howard said. “If 
someone said that to me, 
it would just roll off.”

Hunter defended his 
action by saying the 
airpor t has “probably 
been looking for a man-
ager for a while.” He 
also said there was no 
other intent in starting 
the rumor other than 
to find out how long it 
would take to spread 

around Marchman Field.
“ S o m e t i m e s  y o u 

have to  te l l  people 
things to find out who 
you can trust, see how 
it comes out and how 
it gets turned around,” 
Hunter said. “It was not 
the intent to not trust 
people. I don’t want it to 
seem like I don’t trust 
anyone because that’s 
not the case.”

Howard, when asked 
if he thought the action 
was juvenile, said he did 
find it fascinating just 
how fast it took anyone 
to call him about the 
rumor.

“I don’t condone it at 
all,” Howard said. “But, 
when you get  back 
and think about it, who 
would have thought it 
would have gone any-
where?

“I agree that this 
is rather goofy. But, it 
is indicative as to what 
goes on at the airport. I 
don’t like it.”

At Tuesday’s meet-
ing of the Authority, it 
was suggested that the 
newest member of the 
Authority — Kyle Han-
kinson — assume the 
management of the air-
port.

“I would need to get 
an idea on the workload 
because I have a good 
workload now with mili-
tary and civilian jobs,” 
Hankinson said during 

the meeting. “I would 
like a description of what 
the expectations are for 
the manager.”

For the time being, 
the Authority elected to 
keep Howard as man-
ager, until the county 
decides what it will do 
with the organization.

Commissioners asked 
County Manager Carl 
Classen for facts and 
figures regarding the 
Airport Authority before 
taking up House Bill 290, 
which allows the Com-
mission to serve as the 
Airpor t Authority, if it 
chooses.

Commissioners are 
planning to take up the 
Authority question dur-
ing its August meeting.

As for the airpor t 
management  r umor, 
Howard said there was 
no harm intended.

“I can understand 
how some people would 
think it was childish,” 
Howard said.

AIRPORT

ONLY $19.99 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR
VEHICLE FOR SALE!

Call 
The Daily Courier 
at 828-245-6431 
for fast results! 

FOREST CITY— Dustin Cook is a 
designing machine.

Cook, member of the SkillsUSA 
Club at R-S Central High School, 
recently placed 21st out of 48 in Archi-
tectural Drafting at the SkillsUSA 
National Conference in Kansas City, 
Mo. June 24-28.

“I had fun, and I was happy being in 
the top half,” Cook said.

Cook qualified for nation-
als when he won first place 
in Architectural Drafting dur-
ing the 2013 Nor th Carolina  
SkillsUSA Conference that was 
held April 24-26 in Greensboro. 
For the state competition, he 
was given a 31⁄2 hour time limit 
to design a cabin for a youth 
group. In Kansas City, he had 
one day to design a house with a tor-
nado shelter, something that is not 
covered in his classes.

“The way they star ted out was a 
portion of the house had a basement 
in it, and then we went on our lunch 
break and they gave us an addendum 
to add to the house plan. What they 
wanted us to do was create a shelter 
in the basement so if a tornado came 
through, it was there for cover,” Cook 
said. “It’s not a typical thing for us to 
learn, because we don’t need them 
as much. The packet they gave us 
talked about adding the bomb shelter 
and gave us details about how it was 
supposed to work and how the walls 
needed to be drawn and what the door 
needed to make sure it was tornado 
proof.”

Cook said his favorite part about 
the competition was that it was mod-
eled after a real-world scenario. Com-
petitors were told to imagine they had 
just gotten a job as an architect and 
this was their first assignment.

“I liked how they made it like a real 
thing talking about how it’s supposed 

to be a real job and everything. That 
made it seem like a real assignment 
and not just a project we were doing,” 
Cook said.

From the nationals experience, he 
also gained knowledge about different 
architectural styles across the country.

“The experience made me realize 
how things work for architecture in 
dif ferent places because the woman 
who ran our competition, she is actu-

ally an architect in Kansas City. 
She talked to us about her busi-
ness and the way some things 
work,” Cook said. “It does kind 
of vary all over the country.”

But it wasn’t all work for 
Cook during his time in Kansas 
City. He and Brad Hutchins, 
SkillsUSA adviser, also had 
time for some fun and games. 
They enjoyed some local cui-

sine and attended a Major League 
Baseball game between the Kansas 
City Royals and the Atlanta Braves.

“The barbecue was my favorite part 
about the whole thing. In years before 
when they’ve gone, that’s what every-
one talks about. It’s different and real-
ly good,” Cook said.

Hutchins, who also taught Cook in 
his architectural honors class, said he 
is very impressed with his accomplish-
ments.

“The state of North Carolina only 
offers students two semesters or one 
year of Architectural Drafting. So, 
21st is very exciting for Dustin, who 
has only had one year to compete 
with those students that have taken 
four years of architectural classes,” 
Hutchins said. “I am ver y proud of 
what he has accomplished at R-S Cen-
tral, and he has a very bright future.”

Cook, who graduated from R-S 
Central in May, is planning to attend 
Wayne Community College in Golds-
boro in the fall. He is still undecided 
on a career path but said he may pur-
sue engineering.

Designing his way to the top
BY ERIN KIDD

EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

Dustin  
Cook
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getnorthland.com

TV + Internet + Phone 
with HD DVR & Roku®
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per mo. 
for 1 yr 

Triple Play
*

NO 
CONTRACT

*Limited time offer. Regular mo. rates apply after promotional period. Internet usage may be limited and speeds limited. Internet up to 6 Mbps. Cannot combine promotions. Offer valid for new customers and existing customers adding service. Exclusive of premium channels. Northland manages network 
bandwidth. Unlimited pricing limited to direct-dialed domestic calls. May require credit check, deposit and/or payment by credit card. Fees, taxes equipment rental not included. Equipment necessary for some services. Not available in all areas.  See www.getnorthland.com/offers for  terms and conditions. 

4076 US Highway 221-A · P.O. Box 337 · Cliffside, North Carolina 28024 
828-657-6322 · www.mckinneylandrethcarroll.com  

Family Owned & Operated Since 1953 · Steve & Lyn Carroll, Owners 
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McKinney-Landreth & Carroll Funeral and Cremation Service has been serving residents of Rutherford County for 60 years. Steve Carroll began 

serving residents in 1996 when he came to work for the funeral home. Steve and his wife Lyn became owners of the funeral home in 2004 and have 

continued the tradition of providing “Excellence in Funeral and Cremation Service”. Our belief is that the level of service we provide to our client 
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RUTHERFORDTON — With just a few 
weeks before the Rutherford County Com-
mission hold its regular meeting, County 
Manager Carl Classen is still reviewing 
airport documents in order to prepare a 
report requested by commissioners.

The report comes as commissioners 
decide whether or not to utilize local HB 
290 which gives the Commission the 
power to serve as the Airport Authority 
— thus eliminating the current board.

The bill was introduced in the General 
Assembly in March by Rep. Mike Hager, 
R-Rutherford, at the request of the Com-
mission and breezed through the House 
and Senate.

It was not until July that the county 
began active discussions over whether to 
enact the bill or not. Earlier in the month, 
it was discovered that the Airport Author-

ity agreed to pay County 
Commission Chairman 
Jul ius Owens for 10 
acres of property near, 
but not adjoining, the air-
port for nearly twice the 
appraised value of the 
land. The purchase came 
about because of a tree 
on Owens’ property that 
violated the federally-
mandated glide slope of 
the airport for approach-
ing aircraft.

Now, it is Classen that 
is preparing a report to 
g i ve  commiss ioners 
an idea of the complete 
operations of the Airport 
Authority.

“ T h e  p a p e r w o r k 
encompasses everything 

from grants to projects they have been 
doing,” Classen said Thursday. “It also 
includes hangar leases and fuel sales.”

Additionally, Classen is making visits to 
the airport to gather additional information.

“I want to put boots on the ground,” 
Classen said. “This is all part of what the 
County Commission has asked for.”

While he said there are mounds of 
paperwork and reports to examine, there 
has been some interesting information he 
has gleaned from what he has seen.

“One of the interesting things is that 
the county had a lot to do with the man-
agement of the airport before until it was 
turned over to an FBO (fixed base opera-
tor) operation,” Classen said. “When the 
county provided those resources, it was 
under the management of the Authority.”

The Airport Authority has served as the 
management of the airport since the 2012 
resignation of the previous FBO.

Currently, the county provides for part-
time employees at the airport under the 
management of the Airport Authority.

SEE REPORTS/ PAGE A8

Manager 
continues 
reviewing 

Airport 
reports

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Contributed photo
The campers went on various field trips to explore the world of science around them. One of the trips took them to Broad 
River Gem Mining where they tried their hand at the skill.

M O O R E S B O R O 

“Everything you do is probably 
going to use math and science 
in some way,” said Austin 

Camp.
Camp, a rising 8th grader, is one 

of the students who attended the 
Math and Science Camp at Thomas 
Jefferson Classical Academy this 
summer. The two-week camp for 
middle school students began 
Monday, July 8 and comes to an 
end today. It was free to campers 
and funded by a grant from the 
Stonecutter Foundation. To attend 
the camp students had to go through 
an application process and get 
teacher recommendations.

“The goal is to get students 
excited about science and math so 
they’ll think about bringing those 
industries back to the area,” said 
Thomas Andrews, camp director 
and calculus and physics teacher at 
TJCA.

The 21 campers learned 
about different science concepts, 
conducted experiments and went on 
various field trips to Chimney Rock 
Village, Broad River Gem Mining 
and Discovery Place in Charlotte.

“We want them to get excited 
and hopefully take math and 
science courses in high school and 
pursue STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) careers,” 
Andrews said. “We have data that 
shows us that 85 percent of students 
who attend this camp go on to take 
AP courses in math and science.”

Campers also made their own 
CO2 cars, catapults, salt water cars, 
solar ovens and kites. They also 
analyzed suspects in a robbery using 
a mock forensics lab and did water 
and bacteria sampling.

“I like everything about the camp. 
it has just been awesome,” said A.J. 
Quinn, pre-calculus and algebra 3 
teacher at TJCA. “It has been a lot of 
fun. Everything has been great and 
it has run very smoothly.”

TJCA hosts science and math camp 
BY ERIN KIDD

EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

Contributed Photo
Samantha Jenkins (left) and Mary Alice Faunce work together in the Forensics Lab.

Kosta 
Ham-
bidge 
(left) and 
Austin 
Camp put 
their 
heads 
together 
to design 
a kite 
from lim-
ited 
materials.

Erin Kidd/
Daily Courier

“The 
paperwork 
encompasses 
everything 
from grants 
to projects 
they have 
been doing. 
It also 
includes 
hangar 
leases and 
fuel sales.”
— Carl Classen

County Manager
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“There is  nothing 
wrong with the county 
providing staff like we do 
with the TDA,” Classen 
said. “The dif ference is 
there is a management 
agreement with TDA and 
there isn’t one with the 
Authority.”

When they meet Aug. 
5, the County Commis-
sion will have options to 
discuss.

First, they can simply 
enact HB 290 and seat 
themselves as the Air-
port Authority. Another 
option is to leave the 
Airpor t Authority as it 
stands currently.

I f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
elect to take over the 
Authority, they would 
have the option of either 
handling those opera-
tions or appointing a new 
Authority. They could 
also appoint an advisory 
board, if they chose to.

“Regardless of wheth-
er the commissioners 
ser ve as the Authority 
or it stays the way it is, a 
management agreement 
is something we need to 
work out,” Classen said.

REPORTS

LOOKING
FOR HELP?

Call 828-245-6431

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds
and reach 

up to 20,000 
candidates daily!

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
YTD

Name         Div Yld   PE   Last Chg%Chg
YTD

Name         Div Yld   PE   Last Chg %Chg
AT&T Inc 1.80 5.0 27 35.74 -.22 +6.0

Amazon ... ... ... 304.11 -4.58 +21.2

BB&T Cp .92 2.6 15 35.06 +.23 +21.3

BkofAm .04 .3 26 14.76 +.45 +27.1

BerkHa A ... ... 18 177678 +1337 +32.5

Cisco .68 2.6 14 25.86 +.14 +31.6

Delhaize 1.82 2.7 ... 66.66 +1.02 +64.4

Dell Inc .32 2.4 12 13.12 +.24 +29.4

DukeEngy 3.12 4.4 21 71.15 +.44 +11.5

ExxonMbl 2.52 2.7 10 94.38 +.92 +9.0

FamilyDlr 1.04 1.5 19 68.54 ... +8.1

FifthThird .48 2.5 11 18.95 -.05 +24.6

FCtzBA 1.20 .6 13 207.51 +4.01 +26.9

GenElec .76 3.2 18 23.63 +.09 +12.6

GoldmanS 2.00 1.2 12 164.06 +2.56 +28.6

Google ... ... 26 910.68 -7.87 +28.7

KrispKrm ... ... 62 19.68 +.10+109.8

LeggPlat 1.16 3.6 21 31.93 -.08 +17.3

Lowes .72 1.6 25 44.29 +.03 +24.7

Meritor ... ... 26 7.68 +.16 +62.4

Microsoft .92 2.6 18 35.44 -.30 +32.7

PPG 2.44 1.5 21 160.00 +3.14 +18.2

ParkerHan 1.80 1.8 16 101.05 +1.28 +18.8

RedHat ... ... 64 50.21 +.53 -5.2

RoyalBk g 2.52 ... 12 62.38 +1.12 +3.4

SonicAut .10 .4 13 22.83 -.32 +9.3

SonocoP 1.24 3.4 19 36.46 +.18 +22.6

SpectraEn 1.22 3.4 25 36.14 +.28 +32.0

SpeedM .60 3.1 20 19.60 +.37 +9.9

Timken .92 1.5 14 60.40 +1.17 +26.3

UPS B 2.48 2.8 60 87.85 +1.20 +19.2

WalMart 1.88 2.4 15 77.34 +.14 +13.4

STOCK MARKET INDEXES

MUTUAL FUNDS

DAILY DOW JONES

15,542.40 12,471.49 Dow Industrials 15,548.54 +78.02 +.50 +18.65 +20.13
6,568.41 4,838.10 Dow Transportation 6,579.05 +106.51 +1.65 +23.97 +26.84

537.86 435.57 Dow Utilities 506.90 +4.52 +.90 +11.88 +3.88
9,695.46 7,538.24 NYSE Composite 9,587.20 +63.40 +.67 +13.55 +22.13
2,509.57 2,186.97 NYSE MKT Composite2,363.97 +14.89 +.63 +.35 -2.14
3,615.79 2,810.80 Nasdaq Composite 3,611.28 +1.28 +.04 +19.60 +21.76
1,687.18 1,329.24 S&P 500 1,689.37 +8.46 +.50 +18.45 +22.73
1,226.75 909.43 S&P MidCap 1,232.64 +10.97 +.90 +20.80 +29.75

17,852.61 13,896.51 Wilshire 5000 17,908.24 +94.63 +.53 +19.43 +24.33
1,046.13 763.55 Russell 2000 1,050.27 +7.74 +.74 +23.66 +30.93

52-Week                                                             Net                      YTD        12-mo
High          Low        Name                        Last          Chg %Chg   %Chg      %Chg

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

PIMCO TotRetIs CI 167,421 10.81 -1.3 +0.4/B +7.7/A NL
Vanguard TotStIdx LB 91,753 42.52 +2.8 +27.0/B +8.9/A NL
Vanguard InstIdxI LB 77,609 154.84 +2.4 +25.8/C +8.5/B NL
Vanguard TotStIAdm LB 71,451 42.54 +2.8 +27.1/B +9.0/A NL
Vanguard 500Adml LB 69,284 155.87 +2.4 +25.8/C +8.4/B NL
Fidelity Contra LG 63,993 90.06 +2.7 +22.0/C +7.7/C NL
American Funds IncAmerA m MA 61,961 19.68 +1.1 +16.2/C +7.7/A 5.75
American Funds CapIncBuA m IH 60,903 56.22 +0.6 +12.8/B +4.9/C 5.75
American Funds GrthAmA m LG 60,766 40.70 +3.5 +29.9/A +6.8/C 5.75
Vanguard InstPlus LB 58,769 154.85 +2.4 +25.9/C +8.5/B NL
Vanguard TotStIIns LB 48,944 42.54 +2.8 +27.1/B +9.0/A NL
American Funds CpWldGrIA m WS 48,691 41.14 +1.2 +24.1/C +4.2/C 5.75
American Funds InvCoAmA m LB 48,321 35.48 +2.6 +25.3/C +7.2/C 5.75
Dodge & Cox Stock LV 46,404 149.92 +3.6 +37.4/A +7.9/B NL
FrankTemp-Franklin IncomeA m CA 45,870 2.35 +1.3 +14.9/A +7.8/A 4.25
Vanguard WelltnAdm MA 45,084 64.99 +1.3 +17.8/B +8.4/A NL
American Funds WAMutInvA m LV 44,485 37.09 +2.3 +24.6/D +8.4/B 5.75
Dodge & Cox IntlStk FB 43,352 38.45 +1.3 +31.0/A +3.2/A NL
Vanguard TotIntl FB 41,681 15.46 +1.3 +20.0/D +0.8/C NL
American Funds BalA m MA 37,828 22.87 +1.4 +18.9/A +8.4/A 5.75
American Funds FnInvA m LB 36,157 47.78 +2.1 +27.4/B +6.7/D 5.75
Harbor IntlInstl FB 34,629 65.24 -0.7 +19.7/D +2.2/B NL
Vanguard TotBdAdml CI 34,042 10.67 -1.2 -1.7/E +5.4/D NL
FrankTemp-Templeton GlBondAdv IB 33,248 13.08 +1.2 +8.1/A +9.7/A NL
American Funds NewPerspA m WS 32,120 35.43 +1.7 +25.9/B +6.5/B 5.75
Fidelity Spartan 500IdxAdvtg LB 31,743 59.91 +2.4 +25.8/C +8.4/B NL
Vanguard MuIntAdml MI 30,802 13.78 -1.5 -0.8/B +4.7/B NL
PIMCO TotRetAdm  b CI 30,629 10.81 -1.3 +0.2/B +7.4/A NL
T Rowe Price GrowStk LG 30,583 44.41 +3.4 +23.6/C +9.0/B NL
T Rowe Price EqtyInc LV 24,438 31.37 +2.4 +28.2/C +8.6/B NL
Hartford CapAprA m LB 5,286 42.99 +3.1 +40.1/A +5.0/E 5.50
Pioneer PioneerA m LB 4,145 38.76 +2.4 +25.5/C +5.8/D 5.75
Alliance Bernstein GrowIncA m LV 1,150 4.90 +3.2 +30.4/B +8.7/B 4.25
DWS-Scudder REstA m SR 510 23.13 +3.5 +10.0/D +7.9/C 5.75
Goldman Sachs ShDuGovA m GS 336 10.20 0.0 -0.1/A +2.3/C 1.50

Total Assets                   Total Return/Rank        Pct    
Name                                                Obj     ($Mlns) NAV     4-wk 12-mo 5-year  Load  

CA -Conservative Allocation, CI -Intermediate-Term Bond, ES -Europe Stock, FB -Foreign Large Blend, FG -Foreign LargeGrowth, FV -Foreign
Large Value, IH -World Allocation, LB -Large Blend, LG -Large Growth, LV -Large Value, MA -Moderate Allocation, MB -Mid-Cap Blend, MV -
Mid-Cap Value, SH -Specialty-heath, WS -World Stock, Total Return: Chng in NAV with dividends reinvested. Rank: How fund performed vs.
others with same objective: A is in top 20%, E in bottom 20%. Min Init Invt: Minimum $ needed to invest in fund. Source: Morningstar. 

NYSE
9,587.20 +63.40

NYSE MKT

2,363.97 +14.89

NASDAQ

3,611.28 +1.28

STOCK EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

Stock Footnotes: g = Dividends and earnings in Canadian dollars. h = Does not meet continued-listing standards.
lf = Late filing with SEC. n = New in past 52 weeks. pf = Preferred. rs = Stock has undergone a reverse stock split of at least 50
percent within the past year. rt = Right to buy security at a specified price. s = Stock has split by at least 20 percent within the
last year. un = Units.  vj = In bankruptcy or receivership. wd = When distributed. wi = When issued.  wt = Warrants.  
Mutual Fund Footnotes: b = Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d = Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
f = front load (sales charges). m = Multiple fees are charged. NA = not available. p = previous day’s net asset value. s = fund
split shares during the week. x  = fund paid a distribution during the week.Gainers and Losers must be worth at least $2 to be
listed in tables at left. Most Actives must be worth at least $1. Volume in hundreds of shares. Source: The Associated Press.
Sales figures are unofficial.

uu uu uu
GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

Volume 

Name       Vol (00)    Last   Chg
Intel 737550 23.24 -.91
Microsoft 413851 35.44 -.30
SiriusXM 410613 3.69 +.06
eBay 408558 53.52 -3.86
MicronT 375029 13.69 +.10
Yahoo 344738 29.66 ...
Dell Inc 327816 13.12 +.24
Cisco 327198 25.86 +.14
PwShs QQQ264695 75.37 -.19
Facebook 240268 26.18 -.47

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name          Last   Chg   %Chg
TransitnT g 4.17 +1.16 +38.5
OceraTh rs 11.62 +2.85 +32.5
EmmisC pf 12.50 +2.41 +23.9
ChinaHGS 6.40 +1.17 +22.4
Overstk 34.97 +6.41 +22.4
ShandaGm 5.25 +.77 +17.2
EagleBulk 4.13 +.58 +16.3
LakesEnt 4.02 +.50 +14.2
The9Ltd 3.56 +.40 +12.7
JamesRiv 2.07 +.23 +12.5

Name         Last    Chg   %Chg
JkksPac 7.00 -4.49 -39.1
Trovag un 15.23 -5.92 -28.0
AmElTech 7.49 -1.24 -14.2
MethesE n 2.12 -.33 -13.5
GilatSatell 5.24 -.80 -13.2
NwstBio wt 2.10 -.30 -12.5
ImmuCell 3.48 -.42 -10.8
TG Thera 6.16 -.71 -10.3
Affymetrix 4.33 -.47 -9.8
WPCS rs 4.10 -.44 -9.7

DIARY
Advanced 1,537
Declined 925
Unchanged 118
Total issues 2,580
New Highs 343
New Lows 8

1,652,618,302Volume 

Name       Vol (00)    Last  Chg
Organovo 78336 7.30 -.56
InovioPhm 55992 1.25 +.05
AlldNevG 34389 6.53 +.35
Rentech 31757 2.35 +.06
MeetMe 18385 1.76 +.12
NwGold g 18355 6.78 +.02
CheniereEn 18286 30.15 +.06
NA Pall g 17949 1.16 +.05
VantageDrl 15956 1.84 -.03
AbdAsPac 14822 6.13 -.03

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name          Last   Chg  %Chg
PacBkrM g 3.55 +.49 +16.0
Orbital 2.76 +.23 +9.3
IncOpR 4.12 +.27 +7.0
AlldNevG 6.53 +.35 +5.7
MexcoEn 5.70 +.29 +5.4
TelInstEl 3.55 +.15 +4.5
Gastar grs 3.67 +.15 +4.3
SCEd pfB 22.69 +.79 +3.6
NeoStm rs 6.20 +.20 +3.3
SCEd pfD 23.26 +.75 +3.3

Name         Last    Chg  %Chg
AmShrd 2.79 -.26 -8.5
Ever-Glory 3.02 -.27 -8.2
Organovo 7.30 -.56 -7.1
TrioTch 3.49 -.26 -6.9
Versar 4.89 -.26 -5.0
ASpecRlty 2.57 -.13 -4.8
AdcareHlt 4.40 -.20 -4.3
BioTime 3.98 -.17 -4.1
ImmunoCll 2.41 -.09 -3.6
InstFnMkts 2.45 -.08 -3.2

DIARY
Advanced 231
Declined 179
Unchanged 31
Total issues 441
New Highs 16
New Lows 4

Name       Vol (00)    Last   Chg
BkofAm 1817701 14.76 +.45
RiteAid 973942 3.00 -.01
S&P500ETF 895201 168.87 +.92
AMD 640799 4.64 +.26
iShEMkts 613401 39.39 -.47
NokiaCp 550645 4.03 -.01
SPDR Fncl 462318 20.72 +.28
TaiwSemi 420242 16.81 -1.64
Sprint n 419340 6.05 -.20
GenElec 410263 23.63 +.09

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

GAINERS ($2 OR MORE)

LOSERS ($2 OR MORE)

Name          Last   Chg   %Chg
iP LXR1K 121.50+20.50 +20.3
Supvalu 7.91 +1.14 +16.8
CSVLgNGs21.78 +2.73 +14.3
JPM2xSLTr40.00 +5.00 +14.3
AegeanMP 9.67 +.99 +11.4
SantFn pfF1158.00+118.00+11.3
BerryPls n 23.99 +2.36 +10.9
PNC wt 17.09 +1.62 +10.5
DaqoNE rs 10.54 +.95 +9.9
ProSUltNG 40.88 +3.53 +9.5

Name         Last    Chg   %Chg
CSVInvNG 11.85 -2.00 -14.4
FairchldS 12.77 -1.55 -10.8
PrUShNG rs76.00 -8.33 -9.9
Amphenol 76.35 -8.22 -9.7
TaiwSemi 16.81 -1.64 -8.9
Sherwin 167.94-15.25 -8.3
DrDNGBear10.20 -.89 -8.0
PureMinSv 14.10 -1.17 -7.7
CSVInvBrnt32.54 -2.26 -6.5
DxRssaBull24.47 -1.70 -6.5

DIARY
Advanced 2,068
Declined 978
Unchanged 115
Total issues 3,161
New Highs 330
New Lows 14

3,337,793,823Volume 80,294,911
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14,960

15,280

15,600Dow Jones industrials
Close: 15,548.54
Change: 78.02 (0.5%)

10 DAYS

NEW YORK — Earn-
ings gains at major U.S. 
companies and encour-
aging economic news 
pushed U.S. stocks to 
record levels Thursday.

A drop in claims for 
unemployment benefits 
signaled a healthier econo-
my and encouraged inves-
tors to buy stocks. The 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia said manufac-
turing in its region grew 
at the fastest pace in more 
than two years this month.

Among companies 
reporting second-quarter 

earnings, Morgan Stanley 
was one of the standouts, 
rising $1.16, or 4.4 percent, 
to $27.70. The New York 
bank repor ted sharply 
higher earnings driven by 
investment banking gains 
and said it planned to 
spend $500 million buying 
back its own stock. IBM 
rose $3.44, or 1.8 percent, 
to $197.99 after its profit 
beat analysts’ forecasts as 
software sales grew.

Energy companies rose 
after the price of oil shot 
up to a 16-month high on 
signs that the economy 
is improving. Technol-
ogy stocks lagged the 

market after lackluster 
results from eBay and 
Intel. Industry bellweth-
ers Google and Microsoft 
both plunged 5 percent in 
post-market trading after 
reporting disappointing 
earnings after the close.

The  s tock  market 
is back at record lev-
els after pulling back in 
June amid concerns that 
the Fed was poised to 
reduce its stimulus pro-
gram. The S&P 500 has 
gained 5.2 percent this 
month and is up 18.5 
percent for the year, put-
ting it on track to log its 
best annual performance 

since 2009, when it rose 
23.5 percent.

The Federal Reserve’s 
$85 billion of monthly 
bond purchases, intended 
to hold down long-term 
interest rates, has been a 
major factor supporting 
the rally in stocks. Fed 
Chairman Ben Bernanke 
told the House Finan-
cial Services Committee 
Wednesday that there was 
no “preset course” for end-
ing the stimulus and that 
any change would depend 
on how well the economy 
is doing. Investors have 
worried that the central 
bank might reduce its 
stimulus before the econ-
omy was strong enough. 
Bernanke repeated the 

comments to the Sen-
ate Banking Committee 
Thursday.

“The economic data 
continues to be solid and 
there’s less concern that 
the Fed is going to take 
away the punch bowl 
before the economy is 
healthy enough to handle 
it,” said Alec Young, a 
global equity strategist at 
S&P Capital IQ. “On bal-
ance, earnings aren’t great 
but they’re coming in 
ahead of expectations.”

The Standard & Poor’s 
500 index climbed 8.46 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
1,689.37. The index has 
gained for 10 of the last 11 
days.

The Dow Jones indus-

trial average rose 78.02 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
15,548.54. The Dow’s 
gains were led by IBM 
and UnitedHealth Group, 
which repor ted better 
earnings than Wall Street 
analysts were expecting.

The Nasdaq composite 
edged up 1.28 points, just 
0.04 percent, to 3,611.28. 
The Nasdaq was held back 
by weak earnings reports 
from several major tech-
nology companies.

eBay fell $3.86, or 6.7 
percent, to $53.52 after its 
CEO John Donahoe said 
late Wednesday that eco-
nomic weakness in Europe 
and Korea will “continue 
to be a challenge” in the 
second half of the year.

Earnings gains drive stocks higher on Wall Street
BY STEVE ROTHWELL

AP MARKETS WRITER
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Christmas 
in July Sale

Buy 1 
Give 1 FREE

SALE
‘Tis the Season to renew or subscribe to 

The Daily Courier!
Buy or renew your subscription 
for a year, and we’ll match it
by giving you a subscription 
to a family member or friend 

for up to 12 months 
absolutely FREE!* 

Call Cindy or Bobbie at 

828-245-6431
to take advantage of this 

special or
come by our office 
at 601 Oak Street, 

Forest City.
* Family member or friend can not have been a subscriber within the past 3 months 

nor reside at the same residence as the presenter. Offer expires at 5 p.m. Friday, August 2, 2013.

Dr. Michael Roberts, 
board certified in 
 orthopaedic  surgery, is 
a graduate of Stanford 
 University  Medical 
Center in  California. He 
 completed his  internship 
at the  National Naval 
 Medical Center in  Bethesda, Md., and his 
residency at the Stanford University Medical 
Center. Dr. Roberts has extensive  experience 
in caring for the injured athlete. He spent 
more than four years taking care of U.S. 
 Marines at Camp Lejeune; while there, he had 
a tremendous amount of experience in both 
operative and non-operative care of sports 
 medicine injuries. 

Michael Roberts

Specializing in  
Sports Medicine

139 Doctor Henry Norris Drive
Rutherfordton
 828-287-9260

MyRutherfordRegional.com/Orthopaedics

Dr. Roberts specializes in: 
 Arthroscopic surgery 
 Sports medicine (Operative and  

    non-operative care)
 Joint replacement surgery with  

    minimally invasive techniques
 Surgical treatment in disorders of  

    the knee 
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Today, Scat’d T-Storms. 
Tonight, Isolated T-storms.

High

82
Low

65
Forecast, Page A5
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Vickie McKinney
Datus Ward
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50/70 All-Stars 
Ship off to  
World Series
Sports, Page B1

In starburst: Keillor LIVE
Page C1
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savings up to

RUTHERFORDTON — An on-
going effort to gather a report on 
the activities of the Ruther ford 
County Airport Authority has dis-
covered a decade worth of meeting 
minutes missing from record.

In emails requested by The Daily 
Courier, it was confirmed that Air-
por t Authority meeting minutes 
from 1980-90 are missing.

The minutes reflect business 
conducted during public meetings 
and are required by North Carolina 
law to be kept.

The search for any and all infor-
mation regarding the Authority 
was requested by the Rutherford 
County Commission and is being 
conducted by County Manager Carl 
Classen. The purpose of the search 
is to garner a report to commission-
ers for their Aug. 5 meeting when 
they are scheduled to discuss a pos-
sible takeover of the Authority.

In emails between Classen, 
Authority Chairman Bob Howard 
and Authority attorney Beth Miller, 
commissioners Bill Eckler and Bo 
Richard requested the meeting min-
utes on July 18.

“I was told the minutes for the 
Authority were located in a filing 
cabinet at the airport,” Richard said. 
“We went to the airport and found 
the minutes from 1991 to present 
and I asked for the 80s.”

Minutes from 1970-79 were dis-
covered along with the minutes 
from 1991-present, however there 
was a decade of minutes missing, 
the emails confirmed.

Someone took a good job in mak-
ing sure the ones from the 70s were 

SEE AUTHORITY/PAGE A10

Authority 
minutes 
missing

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

F O R E S T  C I T Y 

Jesse McKinney always wanted to 
be a Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA). McKinney’s dream came 

true. 
However, some of McKinney’s 

former clients and friends might not 
know that before he received his 
accounting degree from Appalachian 
State University, he was a teletype 
operator during the Korean War.

After his stint in the Korean War 
McKinney owned a CPA office in 
Forest City.

He was drafted into the U.S. on May 
18, 1954, as an 18-year-old teenager. He 
celebrated his 19th birthday on a ship 
traveling overseas.

“I wanted to go,” McKinney said 
of joining the Army, although he was 
drafted. “I was in Charlotte for the 
physicals and they asked ‘who wants to

SEE WAR/PAGE A10

 Veteran shares story 
of Korean War times

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Drafted as  
18-year-old teenager

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Jesse McKinney, Korean War veteran, spent 18 months in Tokyo, Japan, operating 
teletype machines and overseeing the newsroom during his involvement in psycho-
logical warfare with the United States Army.

RUTHERFORDTON — Educa-
tors and supporters of public edu-
cation in Rutherford County will 
have the chance to express their 
displeasure with the state budget 
on Monday.

The Rutherford County chapter 
of the North Carolina Association 
of Educators (NCAE) is hosting a 
rally at the Rutherfordton Kiwanis 
Park from 10-11:30 a.m.

“It will be a peaceful way for us 
to say we are not happy with this,” 
said Sharon Lowery, president of 
the chapter and finance of ficer 
at R-S Middle School. “We want 
everyone to know that we are not 
pleased with the budget.”

Lowery said anyone who is a 
supporter of public education is 
invited to participate. The flier for 
the rally reads “Let’s Stand Togeth-
er for Public Education in Ruther-
ford County,” and teachers, princi-
pals, retired educators, parents and 
students are encouraged to attend.

Lowery said this local rally is to 
give people in the county a chance 
to express their views without driv-
ing to Raleigh. It is modeled after 
the Moral Monday demonstrations 
that have been held at the General 
Assembly.

“If I go to Raleigh, I’ll just be 
a face in the crowd. At home, my 
representatives will know that the 
people that show up for the rally 
are saying this is not making them 
happy,” Lowery said.

The exact impact that the 2013-
14 state budget will have on Ruth-
erford County Schools (RCS) is 
still unknown, but of ficials are 
expecting some cuts.

“I think it’s time for educators 

and parents to make sure that 
people understand that they are 
advocating for their children’s 
education,” said Janet Mason, 
RCS superintendent. “I know that 
they’re are people that are very 
unhappy with the budget and they 
are looking for a productive way to 
band together and show that sup-
port and their displeasure for the 
outcome.”

The budget calls for the end to 
tenure -or career status - replacing 
it with teacher contracts renewable 
based on performance measures. 
It will also divert public school 
funds to private schools and cut 
funding for teacher assistants.

“It’s a done deal and it’s not 
going to get changed. But we want 
them to know, respectfully, that we 
are not happy,” Lowery said.

Those that attend the rally are 
encouraged to make signs and 
wear red to support public edu-
cation. The Kiwanis park is locat-
ed on the corner of Main St. and 
Green St. in Rutherfordton.  

Rutherford County NCAE rallying for public education
BY ERIN KIDD

EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

SHARON LOWERY, PRESIDENT OF  
THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY NCAE

$281.30
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Rutherford Urology
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W. Glover Li�le, MD MyRutherfordRegional.com/Urology
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go?’ I did want to go.”
McKinney completed basic 

training at Ft. Jackson, S.C.and 
then went to Camp Gordon in 
Augusta, Ga. where he attended 
signal school and learned to 
operate a teletype machine.

“I had learned to type in high 
school, (Harris High in Spruce 
Pine) but operating the teletype 
machine was a different story,” he 
said.

After signal school he boarded 
a plane to Ft. Lewis, Wash.  where 
he was stationed three weeks 
before boarding a ship to Tokyo, 
Japan.

There were 1,100 soldiers on 
the ship, McKinney said. 

His ship duties were in the 
kitchen where he helped prepare 
meals. 

He recalled the day a typhoon 
was near Hawaii that brought 
havoc to the ship.

 “It was when Hurricane Hazel 
hit the East Coast,” he said. 
Routinely McKinney threw food 
overboard near the fantail of the 
ship. 

“That day they told me I 
couldn’t go out there. If I did 
I wouldn’t come back. It was 
rough,” he said.  

Once the ship arrived at Camp 
Drake in Tokyo, the 1,110 soliders 
were selected for various jobs.

“There were six people left and 
I was one of them,” McKinney said 
after the selection process. “I was 
thinking, ‘where in the hell are we 
going?” 

He and the remaining five 
soliders were driven in a pickup 
truck to the finance office in 
downtown Tokyo where they 
began their jobs as teletype 
operators.

About a year later, he was 
put in charge of the newsroom 
where he read all the copy and 
made decisions on what stories to 
release regarding psychological 
warfare.

“I remember having to scan 
about 100,000 words and anything 
to do with psychological warfare, 
we cut the articles out and then 
passed them on to the writers for 
the Associated Press and United 
Press International,” he said.

They were able to get 
information out to other parts of 
the world faster than others.

He said after Joseph Stalin’s 
death in 1953, he was replaced by 
Georgy Malenkov, who remained 
in power of the Soviet Communist 
Party only one week before being 
kicked out.

“That was a major thing” 
McKinney said. “And we were able 
to broadcast the news in Russia 
even before they knew it there.”

McKinney served in Toyko 
for 16 of the 18 months he was 
overseas.

 “But I never fired a gun,” he 
said.

McKinney said he was called 
home about 18 days before his 
term ended because of his ailing 
mother.

When he finally arrived in San 
Francisco after the grueling long 
trip from Japan, he was completely 
broke. McKinney said he went 
to the Red Cross office where he 
borrowed enough money to get a 
plane ticket. 

After receiving the money he 
flew to Chicago, to Atlanta and 
then traveled on to Hickory. His 
family picked him up there and 
drove him to Spruce Pine where 
he was able to see his mother. 

Although the war ended in 
1953, the official ending date was 
1955. 

“That’s why I am a Korean War 
veteran,” he said. 

He spent eight years in the 
Army, (1954-1962). Two years  on 
active duty, two years in the active 
reserves and four years in inactive 
reserves. 

“What people don’t realize is 
the war stopped the spread of 
communism and that makes me 
feel good to know that I was a part 
of that,” McKinney said.

McKinney had no interest in 
becoming a journalist even after 
being in a newsroom, he had 
accounting on his mind. One of his 
prized possessions from Tokyo is 
an abacus (mathematical device). 
He said he was fascinated how fast 
the Japanese could use the device. 

After college and passing 
the CPA exam, he began his 
accounting career.

Now retired, McKinney and 
his wife Beverly live in Forest 
City. They have two grown 
children.

WAR
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ready as well as those from 
present,” Richard said.

In the emails, both Howard 
and Miller acknowledge they 
had no information regarding 
the whereabouts of the miss-
ing minutes.

Under North Carolina G.S. 
143-318.10 (e), every pub-
lic body “shall keep full and 
accurate minutes of all offi-
cial meetings, including any 
closed sessions held pursuant 
to G.S. 143-318.11. Such min-
utes may be in written form 
or, at the opinion of the pub-
lic body, may be in the form 
of sound or video and sound 
recordings.”

Richard said he requested 
the meeting minutes looking 
for any information regarding 
tree trimming by the Author-

ity. It was spurred from a 
recent decision by the Author-
ity to pay Commission Chair-
man Julius Owens nearly 
double the appraised value of 
his 10-acre tract to remove a 
tree holding Marchman Field 
in violation of a federal law 
regarding the glide slope of 
approaching aircraft.

A tentative agreement was 
signed in 2010 by Owens and 
the Authority that would have 
paid Owens $12,000 and allow 
the Authority to remove the 
tree however that agreement 
was never executed.

Richard said he was seek-
ing any information regarding 
prior attempts to trim the tree, 
bringing the airport into com-
pliance.

“I was doing a multi-pur-
pose search but found zero,” 
Richard said.

But, Richard said another 
issue has come up as a result 
of the missing minutes.

“There is a lack of fiduciary 
duty in keeping the minutes 
on hand, the question is which 
board is responsible,” Richard 
said.

The question stems as a 
result of the fact the Author-
ity, while established under 
state law and autonomous, 
has its members appointed by 
the County Commission. But, 
there is nothing in state law 
that indicates who is ultimate-
ly responsible for maintaining 
the records.

Under G.S. 143-318.16 (a) 
the “General Court of Justice 
has jurisdiction to enter man-
datory or prohibitory injunc-
tions to enjoin (i) threatened 
violations of this Article …”

“The minutes weren’t there 
and, to me, that means they 
are subject to compromise 
because they weren’t in the 
same location as the previous 
and current minutes,” Richard 
said.

AUTHORITY

Tourism officials in both 
Carolinas are working to get 
visitors down roads less trav-
eled this summer.

A $2.5 million spring 
advertising campaign touting 
“Undiscovered South Caroli-
na,” is already showing posi-
tive results, and Duane Par-
rish, director of the state’s 
tourism department.

And Nor th Carolina’s 
Project 543 website showcas-
es attractions, many in small 
towns, in the 543-mile width 
of the state from Manteo on 
the Outer Banks to the Mur-
phy in the mountains of the 
west.

Parrish said the think-
ing behind the South Caro-
lina campaign is that while 
major costal and larger cities 
have marketing money, state 
money could help boost tour-
ism in rural areas. The aim is 

to bring visitors to such plac-
es as the Colonial Dorches-
ter state historic site in Sum-
merville, where visitors can 

do hands-on archaeological 
work, and small towns such 
as Conway, with its river 
walk and historic district.

Carolinas work to lure  
visitors off beaten path

BY BRUCE SMITH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Associated Press
A restaurant is shown Thursday in Calabash, a small coastal 
hamlet near the South Carolina state line known for its fishing 
and seafood restaurants.
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R U T H E R F O R D T O N 
— “It’s not too late. The 
budget is not okay,” said 
Sharon Lowery, president 
of the Rutherford County 
Chapter Nor th Carolina 
Association of Educators 
(NCAE) during a rally 
Monday morning to sup-
por t the teachers of the 
county and state. 

Lower y and Sue Col-
lin, teacher at R-S Middle 
School, organized the rally 
which was held at Kiwan-
is Park in Rutherfordton. 
About 100 educators and 
friends of educators attend-
ed and wore the color red 
to support public education.

“Many have asked me 
why we are rallying now. 
It’s time to stand up for 
what’s right,” Lowery said. 
“Ruther ford County has 
been too quiet for too long.”

Lowery decided to hold 
the rally after the General 
Assembly approved the 
2013-14 fiscal year bud-
get. Although it has not 
been signed by Gov. Pat 
McCrory, the budget cuts 
all aspects of education.

Lower y strongly criti-
cized the General Assem-
bly’s budget and urged 
ever yone to call McCor y 
to voice opinions. She also 
asked them to call Rep. 
Mike Hager and Sen. Ralph 
Hise, Rutherford County’s 
representatives in the Gen-
eral Assembly.

“Write them, call and 
visit them,” Lower y told 
the crowd. “We need to 
let them know we will be 
watching them. If they can’t 

go back to Raleigh and fix 
what they’ve done to us, we 
will be going to the polls 
in November of 2014 and 
remembering that.”

Lowery said for a very 
long time educators have 
been the strongest advo-
cates for students and it is 
time for them to advocate 
for themselves.  

“We have advocated for 

students and let ourselves 
fall to the wayside. Today 
we advocate for students 
and ourselves,” Lower y 
said. “You’ve heard of ‘No 
Child Left Behind,’ well this 
is ‘No Teacher Left Stand-
ing.”

Collin also spoke to the 
crowd saying she never 
worried about job security 
when she became a school 

teacher years ago.
“This is the great job in 

America,” she said, receiv-
ing the applause and cheers 
of many. “I never thought I 
would be de-valued or dis-
respected by the General 
Assembly, the ones who 
ought to be supporting us.”

She said with the cuts, 

SEE SCHOOLS/PAGE A9

Standing together for education

BY JEAN GORDON  
AND ERIN KIDD 

Erin Kidd/Daily Courier
After hearing the speakers, those who attended the rally grabbed their signs and marched to 
the Rutherford County Courthouse. The group wore red to support public education.

RUTHERFORDTON — More than 
100 people attended the North Caro-
lina Association of Educators (NCAE) 
rally at Kiwanis Park in Rutherford-
ton Monday morning. The rally, 
organized by the Rutherford County 
Chapter NCAE was held to show sup-
port for county and state educators 
and leaders of education.

Lee Murray, a first grade teach-
er at Mt. Vernon-Ruth Elementary 
School attended Monday’s rally to 
support teachers, she said as she 
arrived with her husband Mark Mur-
ray.

A former teacher assistant, Lee 
said she can’t imagine what school 
would be like without them. The state

SEE SALARIES/PAGE A7

‘This is not about the salaries’
BY JEAN GORDON AND ERIN KIDD

 

R U T H E R F O R D T O N  —  T h e 
responsibility of a decade of missing 
meeting minutes may fall to the Ruth-
erford County Airport Authority, not 
the county.

According to Freyda Bluestein, 
professor with the North Carolina 
School of Government in Chapel Hill, 
it is the individual body’s responsibil-
ity to maintain records such as meet-
ing minutes.

“If it’s a public agency, they have 
an obligation to permanently preserve 
minutes,” Bluestein said. “I believe 
there are sanctions for unlawfully 
destroying those.”

Last week, The Daily Courier con-
firmed by email that Authority meet-
ing minutes from 1980-1990 were 
missing. Neither current Author-
ity chairman Bob Howard or Author-
ity attorney Beth Miller know of their 
whereabouts.

During their July meeting, the 
Ruther ford County Commission 
asked Manager Carl Classen to pres-
ent a full report on the activities and 
dealings involving the Authority for its 
Aug. 5 meeting.

Over the course of the information 
gathering, Commissioner Bo Richard 
asked for meeting minutes from 1980-
1985 in search of any previous deal-
ings with a tree that has been the cen-
ter of controversy since the current 
Authority agreed to pay $300,000 for 
the property — owned by Commis-
sion Chairman Julius Owens — where 
the tree is located.

Minutes from 1970-79 and from 
1991-present were found in the termi-
nal building at Marchman Field, how-
ever the minutes from 1980-90 were 
nowhere to be found.

Bluestein said it was the respon-
sibility of the Authority to maintain 
those records, under state law.

“Typically, it would be the Airport 
Authority because they are a separate 
entity,” Bluestein said. “If they have 
their own clerk, that would be the cus-
todian of those records.”

The county uses the State Records 
Center (SRC) in Raleigh to keep 
microfilm back-ups of meeting min-
utes and other documentation.

However, Carie Chesarino, records 
management analyst with the SRC 
said they have no records from the 
Airport Authority but do have county 
records through 2006.

“We do have a pretty much com-
plete account of records from the 
Board of County Commissioner’s min-
utes,” Chesarino said. “We don’t have 
any records from the governing body 
of the Airport Authority at all.”

The SRC provides the backup at a 
cost of $15 per roll. Each roll contains 
approximately 2,400 pages of docu-
ments.

“The program here is voluntary 
but highly recommended that those 

SEE RECORDS/PAGE A1O

Authority 
possibly  
on hook 

for missing 
records

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

More than  
100 people rally 

in support of 
public schools

Rutherford County educators band together to show displeasure for state budget

Erin Kidd/Daily Courier
Educators and supporters of public education listen to the speakers during the 
rally. Those who attended talked about their displeasure with the state budget, 
which considerably cuts funds to education.
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A child’s delight — just a swinging 

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
As folks gathered for the NCAE rally in Rutherfordton on Monday morning siblings, Isaac Roof, Eli Roof and Abigail Roof enjoyed a few minutes on 
the swings at Kiwanis park. The children were with their mother, Heather Roof, who is a substitute teacher in the Rutherford County Schools.
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minutes are sent to us 
and microfilmed,” Che-
sarino said. “That way 
there is a backup of 
those records.

“We would store that 
microfilm here in our 
vault.”

She concurred with 
Bluestein that it is the 
responsibility of the Air-
port Authority to main-
tain the records.

“They are permanent 
records and it would 
be their responsibil -
ity to keep those records 
themselves as well as get 
them to us for preserva-
tion,” Chesarino said.

Under G.S. 143-318.16 
(a) the “General Court of 
Justice has jurisdiction to 
enter mandatory or pro-
hibitor y injunctions to 
enjoin (i) threatened vio-
lations of this Article …”

However, Bluestein 
said there are too many 
questions surrounding 
the missing documents 
to know whether they 
were actually created or 
created and destroyed or 
even “kept in someone’s 
garage.”

“There is liability for 
things like destroying 
them or for leaving the 
position of keeping them 
and not passing them on 
when you leave the posi-
tion,” Bluestein said. “If 
they weren’t created at 
all, I really don’t know if 
there is anything in the 
statute that says there is 
liability.”

RECORDS
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F O R E S T  C I T Y

Those big, yellow school 
buses will hit the road 
again soon.

In a few short weeks 
they will be rolling out getting 
students safely to and from 
school.

Students in Rutherford 
County schools are heading 
back into the classrooms on 
Monday, Aug. 26 and the 
employees at the bus garage 
have been working all summer 

to make sure they have 
adequate transportation.

“We’ve been doing the big 
stuff and major repairs. We had 
one we had to put an engine in 
this summer. And we’ve had 
some warranty work to get 
done,” said Brian McClung, 
Rutherford County Schools 
transportation director. “And 
then we’ve just been working 
on hiring drivers and that sort 
of thing.”

According to McClung, RCS

SEE BUSES/PAGE A8

BY ERIN KIDD
EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

Rutherford County Schools’ buses to travel 
over 1,000,000 miles this school year

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Rows of buses sit parked at the bus garage on Monday afternoon in Spindale awaiting their return to schools throughout Rutherford 
County. Beginning Monday, Aug. 26, as students return, each bus will be ready to return to the road. The Rutherford County school 
system has 100 buses that travel approximately 1.3 million miles during the regular school year.

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Ray Logan, fuel and tire maintenance worker with the county 
bus garage in Spindale, rearranges tires Monday for storage. 
Employees have been working during the summer to main-
tain the buses and prepare them for the upcoming year.

GREEN HILL — A Ruther-
ford County couple remains 
in the hospital for injuries sus-
tained after a tree fell on their 
truck during a severe thunder-
storm on Thursday afternoon.

According to North Carolina 
Highway Patrol Trooper Thad 
Condrey, Bob and Barbara 
Hodge were traveling west on 
U.S. Highway 64/74-A nearby 
the old Green Hill Elementary 
School during a very sudden, 
violent storm.

While their small Ford truck 
was in motion, a very large tree 
fell down onto the road and 
landed directly on top of the 
cabin of the vehicle, totaling 
the truck and inflicting serious 
injuries.

“This has been a pretty big 
problem across the county 
this summer with all the rain 
that we’ve had,” Condrey said. 
“We’ve had a lot of trees down, 
par ticularly during any type 
of thunderstorm with strong 
winds.”

In addition to Highway 
Patrol,  responders at the 
scene included Green Hill Fire 
Depar tment and Ruther ford 
County EMS, which transport-
ed the couple to Ruther ford 
Regional Medical Center.

Subsequently, Mr. Hodge 
was flown via helicopter to 
Memorial Mission Hospital 
in Asheville and his wife was 
transported there by ground.

As of Monday afternoon, 
Bob was listed in critical condi-
tion in the neurotrauma inten-
sive care unit, while Barbara 
remained in stable condition.

Couple 
still in 

hospital
BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

AMULLIGER@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

FOREST CITY — Sign-ups for the Babe Ruth 
and Cal Ripken baseball leagues will begin next 
week after Forest City Town Council gave the 
go-ahead to allow the leagues to use town facili-
ties for the fall season.

Although no decision was made regarding the 
spring and summer season, Aaron Ellenburg, 
president of Rutherfordton Little League, and 
Chris White, baseball coach at Thomas Jefferson 
Classical Academy, will begin immediately to get 

the fall leagues organized. 
Town Council didn’t take action on expanding 

the program to the other seasons until there is a 
meeting with the Forest City Little League.

However, Jody Wright, recreation director for 
the Town of Forest City, said the town cannot 

SEE BASEBALL/PAGE A7

Babe Ruth Baseball League begins
BY JEAN GORDON

JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Sign-ups will begin next week

RUTHERFORD COUNTY

Danielle Withrow, Forest City Town Planner, discussed 
the relocating of the Farmers Market to downtown 

Forest City with Town Council Monday night.

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier

R U T H E R F O R D T O N  — 
After a month of investiga-
tion, the saga over who runs 
the Rutherford County Airport 
Authority has come to an end.

During their August meet-
ing, the Ruther ford County 
Commission voted 3-2 — with 
Julius Owens and Bo Richard 
casting dissenting votes — to 
essentially remove the current 
Airport Authority and serve as 
the Authority for a period of six 
to 18 months.

The vote came after a scath-
ing report from County Manag-
er Carl Classen which criticized 

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A8

Commissioners 
vote to take over 

Rutherford 
County Airport 

Authority
BY MATTHEW CLARK

MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM
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No more Humpty Dumpty 

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Lunch break at the new bridge project on Sand Pit Road, also known as River Road, 
meant the work site was vacant Monday afternoon as an NC Department of Transpor-
tation crew was having lunch under shade trees. The bridge, a one lane bridge over 
the Broad River, was also known as the Humpty Dumpty bridge because of the bridge 
design. It was flat and in the middle it became an arch and then a flat area. The project 
is expected to be completed in February 2014. During the closure, motorists should 
use the following detour: continue on Maple Creek Road to first left on Matthews 
Church Road, follow to intersection. At intersection, turn left on Clark Road, follow to 
intersection and turn left on Polk County Line Road. Follow Polk County Line Road 
back to Camp Sand Pit Road on the left. The work is part of an $8 million project to 
replace seven bridges in Rutherford, Buncombe, Burke, Madison, McDowell and coun-
ties. Project contractor is Apple Tuck and Associates Inc. of Rutherfordton.
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has 100 school buses that 
drive approximately 1.3 
million miles a year. He 
expects to have about 4,800 
students riding the bus this 
year.

“If students want to 
ride the bus they need to 
fill out a transportation 
form and get them to the 
schools as soon as possible 
so we can get everything 
lined up,” McClung said. 
“Last year we had well over 
1,000 forms come in the 
week before school and we 
struggled to get them all 
assigned.”

He is also dealing with 
possible cuts due to the 
state budget. Although 
news about how the 
state budget will effect 
RCS this year has not 
been released by school 
officials, education funding 
was significantly cut and 
McClung said that morale 
is down. However, he said 
that the main goal is still 
to get the students to and 
from school safely.

“We are as ready as we 
are going to be for this 
year. But with the budget 
the way it is, it’s not pretty,” 
McClung said. “Everyone 
has to keep in mind why 
we are here. morale may 
be down but everybody 
has a job to do.”

With the thoughts 
about the budget weighing 
him down, McClung said 
one thing that has pleased 

him is the new legislation 
recently passed to penalize 
drivers who pass buses. On 
July 24, Gov. Pat McCrory 
signed into law legislation 
that gives stiffer penalties 
for motorists who illegally 
pass stopped school buses.

The bill says if an 
individual passes a stopped 
school bus, it will be a 
Class 1 misdemeanor and 
the driver will have to pay 
a minimum fine of $500. 
If they pass the bus and 

strike a student, the driver 
will be guilty of a Class 1 
felony and would receive 
a minimum fine of $1,250. 
The driver can also lose 
their license. The law takes 
effect on Dec. 1.

“Last year was very 
tough for North Carolina 
because four kids were 
killed. I think that prompted 
a lot of it, the governor 
wanted to do something,” 
McClung said. “I hope it 
makes a difference.”

BUSES

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Work is underway at the county bus garage in Spindale to ensure the school buses are 
ready to go on the first day of school, which will be Monday, Aug. 26. Brian McClung, 
transportation director for Rutherford County Schools, said he is expecting to have 
around 4,800 students riding the buses this year. If a student is interested in riding the 
bus, they will need to fill out a transportation form with their school.

Garrett Byers/Daily Courier
Fuel and tire maintenance worker, Greg Butler, operates 
a forklift of tires into position for Ray Logan to retrieve 
Monday at the county bus garage in Spindale.
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the politics of the current and previous 
authorities.

“As the County Manager, I stay out 
of the politics,” Classen said. “The poli-
tics are toxic. They have been and con-
tinue to be and it hurts us.”

The repor t said the bad blood 
among the members of the Authority, 
aircraft owners and other members of 
the community became “acute” after 
the revelation of a payment of $300,000 
to County Commission Chairman Julius 
Owens for his 10 acres of land — which 
included a home and various other 
buildings — when the fee appraisal was 
for $165,500.

Classen said after consulting with 
legal counsel, the deal between the 
Authority and Owens was legal but 
added to an issue of public trust with 
the Authority.

“The politics are reflecting on how 
we have trouble in doing what every-
one agrees needs to be done,” Classen 
said.

The report indicated the Authority 
has doubled the revenue generated 
from fuel sales in just over a year but 
other issues such as a lawsuit impli-
cating members of the Authority in an 
invasion of privacy case and a rumor 
being spread by an Authority member 
as overshadowing the positives of the 
airport.

“It is an asset to all of Rutherford 
County and I almost stopped there 
because that is the bottom line,” Clas-
sen said. “It’s a good facility and all 
the yelling and screaming should not 
overshadow the fact that people have 

worked hard for 40 years to make it that 
way.”

Now, commissioners will serve as 
the Airport Authority for a period to 
allow for what Classen called the re-
establishment of public trust and 
clarification of the roles of the Airport 
Authority.

Owens and Richard asked to have 
the decision postponed until the infor-
mation from Classen’s report could be 
deciphered and until the next meeting 
of the Airport Authority, scheduled for 
Aug. 12, could be conducted.

Addit ional ly,  commissioners 
approved making one of the part-time 
positions at the airport a full-time posi-
tion because a part-time position has 
exhausted the line item funding.

“If we don’t do something by Thurs-
day, we will lose this person by Friday,” 
Classen said.

The additional funding for the posi-
tion will be covered under the current 
budget pending a mid-year review by 
Classen.

In other business, commissioners:
• approved a 90-day moratorium on 

commercial solar farms in the county;
• heard a presentation on the cen-

tennial of the Rutherford County Exten-
sion and Community Association;

• tabled appointments to the Eco-
nomic Development Commission to 
September;

• accepted a report on enhanced 
recycling requests for proposal;

• approved a resolution allowing for 
the exploration of moving the Farmers 
Market to the 1922 building at the Flor-
ence Mills location in Forest City;

• approved a policy for declaring 
surplus property;

• approved proposed budget 
amendments.

AIRPORT

8A NEWS

http://www.thedigitalcourier.com

Ace Auction Company
122 Charleston Court • Spindale, NC 28160

828-429-2851
www.ncauctionace.com • Barry Ruppe

Ashley Meadows Apts.
113 Ashley Meadows Circle • Columbus, NC 28722

828-894-2671
www.socialserve.com • www.postlets.com

James R. Brown, Broker
Washburn Real Estate

223 Charlotte Road • Rutherfordton, NC 28139
828-429-1023 • www.washburnrealestate.com

Carolina Event & Conference Center
374 Hudlow Road • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-8873
carolinaevent.org

Carolinas Full Service Realty, Inc.
704-471-2005 • Coye Sanders

www.2000Houses.com

DrugForce Screening
941 Wyke Road • Shelby, NC 28150

704-481-0433
www.drugforcescreening.com

Farm Bureau • Toby Maxwell, Agent
153 Reservation Dr. • Spindale, NC 28160

828-287-6850
www.ncfbins.com

Fatman Plumbing
156 E, Mountain St. • Rutherfortdton NC 

28139
828-288-3000

www.facebook.com/fatmanplumbing

FCI Mini Warehouses
828-245-0684

www.fciminiwarehouses.com

White Oak Manor of Ruthoerfordton
188 Oscar Justice Rd. • Rutherfordton, NC 28139

828-286-9001
www.whiteoakmanor.com

1 First Staffi ng
317 W. Main Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-8787
www.1fi rststaffi ng.com

Foothills Credit Counseling Service
128 Ohio Street • Spindale, NC 28160

828-286-7062
www.fhccinc.org

Forest City Diner
146 East Main Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-382-0169
www.forestcitydiner.com

Harrelson Funeral Home and Cremation Services
1251 Highway 221-A • Forest City, NC 28043

828-657-6383
www.harrelsonfuneralhome.com

Hospice of Rutherford County
374 Hudlow Road • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-0095
hospiceofrutherford.org

McCurry Deck Motors Chevrolet, Buick and GMC
1740 Hwy 74A • Forest City, NC 28043

828-286-2381 • 1-800-489-2381
www.mccurry-deck.com

McCurry Deck Nissan
156 Oak St. Extension • Forest City NC  28043

828-245-1661
www.mccurrydecknissan.com

Pro Rent-ALL & Parties Too
429 S. Oak St. • Spindale, NC 28160

828-286-2001
www.pro-rentall.com

Monograms and More
149 South Main St. • Rutherfordton NC 28139

828-286-2266
www.facebook.com/MonogramsandMore

PSU - Personnel Services Unlimited, Inc.
144 E. Main Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-287-7778
www.PSUhasjobs.com

Forest City Housing Authority
147 E. Spruce Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-1390
www.forestcityhousingauthority.com

Rutherford Manor
775 S. Church Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-5974
www.rutherfordmanor.com

Rutherford Regional Health System
288 S. Ridgecrest Ave.• Rutherfordton, NC 28139

828-286-5000
www.myrutherfordregional.com

United Way Of Rutherford County
668 Withrow Road • Forest City, NC 28043

828-286-3929
www.unitedwayofrutherford.org

Sims Property Services
381 S. Main Street • Rutherfordton, NC 28139

828-287-8934 • Daryl Sims
www.simspropertyservices.com

Smith’s Drugs
139 E. Main Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-4591
www.smithsdrugsfc.com

Tam’s Tack Antiques & Merchandise Store
661 Big Island Road • Forest City, NC 28043

828-248-4463
bedandbarnnc.com

The Daily Courier
601 Oak Street • Forest City, NC 28043

828-245-6431 
www.thedigitalcourier.com

AAA Gutters
381 S. Main Street Rutherfordton, NC 28139

828-248-2300
www.aaaguttersofnc.com
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SUN SETS ON ANOTHER SUMMER

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
As the sun goes down behind the Blue Rock, above the Bat Caves, on Saturday evening, it marked the end of another August on Lake Lure. As the sun shimmers the lake, Chim-
ney Rock is to the left. Labor Day unofficially marks the end of the summer vacations, but Autumn doesn’t begin until Sept. 22.

FOREST CITY — With the 
sale completed, Ruther ford 
County has released several 
hundred pages of documents 
surrounding the purchase of a 
10-acre tract of property owned 
by County Commission Chair-
man Julius Owens.

The $300,000 sale was con-
cluded in July.

The sale drew a fer vor 
from the public and led to the 
County Commission invoking 
a House Bill to take over the 

Airpor t Authority. The inde-
pendent appraisal of the land 
showed proper com-
pensation of $168,500 
— which was rebuffed 
by Owens.

Additionally, the doc-
umentation — dating 
back to 2012 — indicat-
ed Owens made other 
requests of the land 
during the negotiations.

On May 7, 2013, dur-
ing a lunch at Rollins Cafeteria 
with Terri Jenkins, a contracted 
real estate broker for WK Dick-

son and David Reno, Owens 
requested an Agricultural 

Easement for “the life-
time of Julius Owens.” 
The request was made 
with the intent of keep-
ing Owens’ 22-year-old 
horse on the property 
after the purchase.

According to cam-
paign documents, Reno 
was Owens’ campaign 
treasurer during the 

2010 election. The letter from 
Jenkins outl ining Owens’ 
request stated “Mr. Reno was 

there to have lunch with Mr. 
and Mrs. Owens and had no 
input on any negotiations.”

Owens also requested a 
24-month rental agreement to 
stay on the property with an 

option for 24 more months “if 
relocation has not yet taken 
place.” Further, Owens wanted 
to pay $100 rent for the dura-
tion of their stay on the prop-
erty after the sale.

Additionally, after the sale, 
Owens requested all general 
maintenance to the property, 
including the structures be 
done at no cost to Owens. 
Owens also requested the trees 
causing the airport violating its 
glide-slope ratio only be topped  

SEE SALE/PAGE A8

Documents on property sale released
BY MATTHEW CLARK

MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

RUTHERFORDTON 
— During tonight’s regu-
lar meeting the Ruther-
fordton Town Council will 
discuss two large under-
takings including the joint 
sewer study and the 221 
Bypass project.

Council members will 
discuss the approval of 

the Inter-local Agreement 
for the joint sewer study, 
as well as the approval of 
awarding the Rutherford 
County/municipalities 
joint sewer study to WK 
Dickson & Co., Inc.

Concerning the 221 
Bypass project, council 
members will engage in 
a brief discussion with 
Mark Teague,  J .  M. 

Teague Engineering, 
PLLC and set a date for a 
workshop on the design 
process  for  the  221 
Bypass.

The council will also 
take care of unfinished 
business with a discus-
sion on the needed HVAC 
capacity at the Ruth-
er fordton Clubhouse, 
potentially receiving and 

awarding a bid on a unit 
for installation.

In other new business, 

the council will vote on a 
contract to engage Arnett 
Muldrow & Associates, 
Ltd. for the town’s brand-
ing study.

During last month’s 
meet ing the counci l 
approved a request from 
the Small Town Eco-
nomic Prosperity (STEP) 
Committee, presented 
by Dr. Larr y Gregg, to 

use $7,500 from the N.C. 
Rural Center planning 
budget to engage Arnett 
Muldrow & Associates to 
perform a branding study 
for Rutherfordton.

“As we [STEP] have 
been putting together 
projects to work on, our 
work was halted due to  

SEE AGENDA/PAGE A8

Joint sewer study, 221 Bypass project on Rutherfordton agenda
BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

AMULLIGER@THEDIGITAL 
COURIER.COM  WANT TO GO?

This month’s meeting 
will be held tonight 
at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Rutherfordton  
Town Hall.

Julius Owens

ON THE WEB:
Rutherford County 

sale documents: http://
rutherfordcountync.gov/
Departments/airport 
airportpublic
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Lifting off with firefighters on duty

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

but, if the trees had to be 
cut down, Owens request-
ed “the trees be cut into 
22-inch firewood pieces 
and left for the Property 
Owners usage.”

A fol lowing letter, 
issued on June 8 by then-
Authority Chairman Bob 
Howard, indicated the 
Authority would consider 
the $300,000 asking price 
“but the remaining terms 
are not acceptable.”

The county received 
a grant from the North 
Carolina Division of Avia-
tion for $361,028 with a 
local match of $40,114, or 

10 percent of the total cost 
of the project. The money 
was used for Owens’ land 
acquisition as well as 
other property purchases. 
The grant was scheduled 
to expire on July 1, 2013 
meaning, if the purchases 
were not complete by then 
the county would lose the 
grant funding.

The specific purchase 
of Owens’ property was 
first discussed during a 
closed session of the Air-
port Authority on Jan. 8, 
2013.

According to closed 
session documents, James 
Luther with WK Dickson 
the fair market value of the 
10-acre tract was $165,500 
and if the price of the prop-
erty went above fair mar-

ket value, the Authority 
would have to get approval 
from the Division of Avia-
tion to make the purchase.

In Februar y, during 
another closed session, 
the Authority agreed to 
move for ward with the 
purchase of Julius Owens’ 
property over a second 
tract owned by Michael 
Owens — Julius Owens’ 
son — because of the 
tree obstruction on Julius 
Owens’ property. Michael 
Owens’ property had a fair 
market value of $114,000.

The Michael Owens’ 
proper ty is located at 
4175 Hudlow Road. Dur-
ing their May 2013 lunch, 
Julius Owens requested 
Jenkins be allowed to 
negotiate a “fair and 

equitable settlement” for 
Michael Owens’ prop-
erty, but that request was 
denied by the Airpor t 
Authority.

A n  i n d e p e n d e n t 
appraisal of the property 
by Underdown, Ball & 
Associates and Tallent & 
Jackson determined the 
proper compensation for 
the property was $168,500. 
That was determined in 
February 2013. On Feb. 
27, Owens replied by letter 
stating “I regret to inform 
you that we cannot accept 
this offer at this time. We 
have previously offered to 
Rutherford County Airport 
this property for the sum 
of $300,000.”

Another closed ses-
sion on April 9 revealed 

Jenkins of fered Julius 
Owens the fair market 
value ($165,500) for his 
property and the offer was 
rejected. It was then that 
Julius Owens countered 
with $300,000. Luther told 
the Authority that Jenkins 
made a counter offer of 
$225,000, which was also 
turned down by Owens.

Owens replied by let-
ter stating the of fer of 
$300,000 was the “final 
counteroffer” for the pur-
chase.

During that closed ses-
sion, the Authority elect-
ed to draft a letter to the 
Division of Aviation seek-
ing approval to purchase 
Owens’ land for $300,000.

A month later, the 
Authority discussed other 

legal options to acquire 
the property besides pay-
ing the $300,000. At that 
closed meeting, Author-
ity attorney Beth Miller 
said the Authority could 
enforce a “violation of the 
Rutherford County Airport 
Hazard Zoning Ordinance” 
due to the tree violating 
the airport’s glide-slope 
ratio. She told the Author-
ity they could also pro-
ceed with a condemnation 
action to get the legal right 
to remove the tree.

The Authority elected 
to purchase the property 
outright and the trees 
were removed in July.

As for Michael Owens’ 
property, the Authority 
has not entered into any 
negotiations.

SALE

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

the budgeting process in the 
General Assembly. Essential-
ly STEP money was frozen,” 
Gregg said at last month’s 
town meeting. “But regardless 
of this halt, there are certain 
aspects we still want to move 
ahead with. STEP came to a 
consensus of urgency to move 
forward.”

Gregg asked the Town 
Council to allow STEP to use 
the planning funds for the 
branding study, explaining that 
the study would help the com-
mittee strengthen its image 
and identity and allow it to 
better market itself within the 
community.

Also on this month’s agenda, 
council members will set a date 
for orientation for the STEP 
projects.

The projects will focus on 
how to help Ruther fordton 
reinvigorate its economy by 
joining together local citizens 
and stakeholders with profes-
sionals who possess the techni-
cal and planning skills to move 
the community forward.

The council will conclude its 
meeting with an appointment to 
the Historic Preservation Com-
mission, a vote for partial clo-
sure of West Sixth Street for an 
Oct. 17 event and an employee 
recognition of Pat Hardin, the 
town’s library director.

AGENDA

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
As Regional One lifts off with a patient and flight crew aboard, SDO firefighters Duncan Edwards and Terry Wright conduct their duties 
at the landing zone in the parking lot of Ultimate Textiles, located of U.S. 221 south of Rutherfordton. An employee of the plant was air-
lifted to Spartanburg Regional Medical Center for treatment after he was discovered lying in the floor Tuesday morning.

8A

Restoring your quality of life 
right here at home. 
Dennis Hampton has battled shoulder pain since 
age 55. Almost 73 now, Dennis is finally pain free 
after having a complete shoulder  replacement 
 performed by Dr. Charles Bond. 

“My cartilage was completely gone in both my 
shoulders, meaning it was bone on bone,”  Dennis 
said. “I sleep on my right side, and it had gotten so 
bad that I’d wake up in pain.”  During the day he 
had pain as well, unable to raise his arms above his 
head. 

Dennis had his right shoulder replaced last June, 
and since that time he hasn’t had any pain or 
problems. “It feels as good as it did when I was 15 
years old.”  

Dennis had considered going out of the county for 
surgery, but after talking to another patient who’d 
had the procedure done by Dr. Bond,  decided to 
have surgery right here at home. 

“If anybody’s got to have any surgery done to 
their shoulder, there’s no point in having to go 
anywhere else,” Dennis said.

Rutherford Orthopaedics offers a full range of care, 
from foot and ankle care and joint  replacement 
 surgery to sports medicine and  rehabilitation.

Family Care and Pediatrics

General Surgery

Cancer Program

Home Care

Imaging

Orthopaedics

Women’s Services/Birth Place

Wound Care

Urology

MyRutherfordRegional.com/Orthopaedics

   theone 
and only
La-Z-Boy®    

recliner!

HOLLAND
FURNITURE
COMPANY
SINCE 1920

Main Street, Henrietta

657-6328
www.hollandfurniturestore.com

LARGE SELECTION 
ON SALE
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SPINDALE — The alleged 
gunman in Saturday’s shooting at 
Vortex nightclub in Marion was 
located and arrested in Spindale 
around 4:30 p.m. Monday, accord-
ing to Rutherford County Sheriff 
Chris Francis.

On Monday morning the Mar-
ion Police Depart-
ment  contacted 
Rutherford County 
narcotics inves-
tigators for their 
assistance in locat-
ing Earl Spencer 
Boyce Jr., 35, of 
Forest City, for his 
suspected involve-
ment in the shoot-
ing.

“We located Boyce Monday 
afternoon at a residence on West 
Street in Spindale, where he was 
taken into custody without inci-
dence,” Francis said.

According to a police report 
filed with the Marion Police 
Department, while patrons were 
winding down from a tribute to 
the late rapper Tupac Shakur and 
a birthday celebration at Vortex 
on Finley Road, tempers flared 
and gunshots were heard around 
2 a.m. Saturday.

SEE SHOOTING/ PAGE A8

Man 
arrested 

in Marion 
shooting

BY ALYSSA MULLIGER
AMULLIGER@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Ed. Note: Due to a design error, this story 
was supposed to run in Tuesday’s edition of 
The Daily Courier. It was inadvertantly left off 
the print edition. We apologize for the error. 
The story has been edited from its original 
version for timely content.

  RUTHERFORDTON — Despite giv-

ing its stamp of approval on a $300,000 
land deal to remove an obstruction at 
the Ruther ford County Airpor t, the 
North Carolina Division of Aviation is 
still learning details of the purchase.

In an interview with The Daily Cou-
rier, Aviation Director Richard Walls 
said there are still details to the pur-
chase of County Commission Chair-
man Julius Owens’ 10-acre homestead 

— which was finalized in July — that 
he is still finding out about as late as 
last week.

Walls said he was unaware of an 
ordinance in place that would allow the 
county to mitigate a tree causing an 
obstruction at the airport, without pur-
chasing the property to do so.

SEE DEAL/ PAGE A3

Official would have  
stopped deal if facts known

BY MATTHEW CLARK
MCLARK@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Earl  
Spencer 
Boyce Jr. 

FOREST CITY — A 42-year-
old Cove Road man was taken 
to Ruther ford Regional Medi-
cal Center for evaluation Mon-
day evening after an incident on 
Painter’s Gap Road.

Ruther ford County Sherif f 
Chris Francis said Robbie Dean 
Powell was having psychiatric 
problems at about 5 p.m. when he 
notified 911.

Powell said he had chained 
himself to a bridge on Painter’s 
Gap Road in the Whitehouse 
Community and was threatening 
to jump. Painter’s Gap Road runs 
in front of Pinnacle Elementary 
School toward Whitehouse.

Sherif f ’s of ficers arrived on 
the scene immediately and for 
nearly 60 minutes, the of ficers 
and rescue personnel remained 
with him.

SEE BRIDGE/ PAGE A8

Man  
talked down  
from bridge

BY JEAN GORDON
JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

SPINDALE— “The docu-
ment speaks today as loudly as 
it spoke in 1789,” Walter Dalton 
said. “It has served well over 200 
years now and has made this the 
best nation in the world.”

Dalton, president of Isother-
mal Community College, spoke 
to faculty, staff and students dur-
ing a special Constitution Day 
event at the college on Tuesday. 
The roundtable discussion with 
Dalton was held in the library 
auditorium and was sponsored 
by the Student Government 
Association (SGA) in obser-

vance of the 226th anniversary 
of its signing.

“We felt like people needed to 
get a better understanding of the 
Constitution. Since it happened 
so long ago, people don’t under-
stand the impact it has and that 
needs to be brought to light,” 
Trina Brown, SGA secretar y 
said. “It’s very important and it 
effects us everyday.”

According to the Constitution 
Day website, the holiday com-
memorates the formation and 
signing of the United States Con-
stitution on September 17, 1787.

SEE ICC/ PAGE A8

ICC observes Constitution Day 
BY ERIN KIDD

EKIDD@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM 

Above: Senior citizens by the 
hundreds gathered Tuesday 
morning for the annual 
Prime of Life Festival held at 
the Foundation, Isothermal 
Community College. As far as 
one could see, vendors were 
greeting guests with smiles, 
chocolates, flowers and life-
style information.
Left: Nelson Long spins the 
PNCBank wheel as Faye 
Haulk waits to see her prize 
for the day.

Photos by Jean Gordon/Daily Courier

S P I N D A L E  

There were smiles on the faces 
of senior citizens attending the 
ninth annual Prime of Life Festival 

Tuesday.
“There’s nothing negative about 

coming here,” said Angela Goodrich. 
“I love it.”

Held at the Foundation, Isothermal 
Community College, the event is held 
each year to raise  awareness of the 
programs and needs of senior citizens 
across the county.

Nearly 50 vendors brought 
informational packets and plenty of 
free hand-outs for the seniors.

Rodney Greene’s Time-Out 
Management hosts the annual event. 

Greene said moving the festival 
back to the Foundation was a good 
thing for the ninth annual event.

 “We have more room and have 
increased our vendors by 17.”

Greene said the event seems to 
mean a lot to the community. “This is 
much bigger than a health fair and it 
offers a lot of information on lifestyles 
for the seniors.”

“I got to talk to a lot of people and 
get some information I really needed,” 
said Brenda King. “I talked to the 
gutter guard people.” 

“There is so much helpful 
information,” Martha Hunt said. “I love it 
here and there are a lot of free goodies.”

SEE FESTIVAL/ PAGE A5

Senior citizens ‘love’  Prime of Life Festival
BY JEAN GORDON

JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Erin Kidd/Daily Courier
The United States Constitution was adopted on Septem-
ber 17, 1787, and went into effect on March 4, 1789. 
According to Walter Dalton, there have been proposals 
to amend it over 10,000 times and has only been amend-
ed 27 of those.
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Obituaries

911 Calls
Rutherford County Sheriff’s 

Department was dispatched 
to 131 calls on Monday; 
Forest City police had 98 calls; 
Rutherfordton police was 
dispatched to 25 calls; Spindale 
had 27 calls; Lake Lure had 
9 calls; Rutherford County 
EMS responded to 66 calls and 
Rescue had 45 calls.

Fire Calls
Bostic Fire Department 

was dispatched to a motor 
vehicle accident; Forest City 
firefighters responded to a 
motor vehicle accident and a 

vehicle fire; Shingle Hollow 
Fire Department was called 
to a motor vehicle accident; 
Spindale firefighters were 
dispatched to an appliance fire.

Arrests
Jeffrey Ray Fowler, 55, 

Thoroughbred Circle in Arden, 
was charged with failure to 
appear on domestic violence 
protective order violation; 
$25,000 bond.

Nathan Thomas Harrill, 31, 
U.S. Highway 221-A in Forest 
City, was charged with failure 
to appear on resisting a public 
officer; $500 bond.

Ethan Wade Landis, 20, 
Center Street in Spindale, was 

charged with failure to appear 
on possession of marijuana, 
failure to appear on possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
and failure to appear on 
misdemeanor probation 
violation; $500 bond.

Kella Leigh Melton, 28, 
Harrill Dairy Road in Forest 
City, was charged with 
obtaining property by false 
pretense and possession 
of stolen goods; $20,000 
unsecured bond.

Martiece Taequan Sanford, 
17, Big Springs Avenue in 
Forest City, was charged with 
larceny of a firearm; $5,000 
bond.

Noelia Mercedes Taveras, 

27, Smith Street in Forest City, 
was charged with failure to 
appear on speeding and failure 
to appear on no operator’s 
license; $500 bond.

Incidents
Shannon Rhodes reported 

an incident of larceny.
Delewis Twitty reported 

an incident of damage to 
property.

Margie Beavers reported an 
incident of a dog bite.

Gwen Moore reported an 
incident of vandalism.

Sabrina Hoyle reported 
an incident of breaking and 
entering and larceny.

Gregory Nelson reported 

an incident of larceny.
Ken Bortner reported an 

incident of vandalism.
Gregory Nelson reported 

an incident of larceny.
An employee from B & D 

Thrift and Loan reported an 
incident of obtaining property 
by false pretense.

An employee from Bailey’s 
Insurance reported an incident 
of harassing phone calls.

An employee from Butler’s 
Jewelry and Loan reported an 
incident of obtaining property 
by false pretense.

Two officers from the 
Forest City Police Department 
reported incidents of found 
property.

COMPILED BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

Obituaries
Margaret Hauck

E L L E N B O R O  — 
Margaret Lillian Peace 
Hauck, age 90, died Mon-
day, September 16, 2013. 
Funeral services will be 
conducted at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, at the Shumaker 
Funeral Home, Inc. The 
family will receive friends 
from 2 until service time 
at the funeral home. 
Interment will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday 
in Mt. Carmel Church 
Cemetery in Clover Run. 
Memorial donations are 
suggested to Residential 
Home Care, 127 N. Pow-
ell Street, Forest City, NC 
28043. Shumaker Funeral 
Home Inc. and Harrel-
son Funeral and Crema-
tion Services is serving  
the family.

Lansford Jolley
BOILING SPRINGS 

— Marion Lansford Jol-
ley, 86, died Monday, Sep-
tember 16, 2013. Visita-
tion will be held from 5 
to 6:30 p.m., Thursday, at 
Boiling Springs Baptist 
Church, Life Enrichment 
Center. a Celebration of 
Life Service will be held 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m., at 
Boiling Springs Baptist 
Church. Burial will be At 
10 a.m. Friday at Cleve-
land Memorial  Park, 
Shelby NC. Memorials 
may be made to the “M. 
Lansford Jolley Academic 
Fellow Scholarship Fund, 
c/o Gardner-Webb Uni-
versity, PO box 997, Boil-
ing Springs, NC 28017. 
Cecil M. Burton Funeral 
Home and Crematory is 
serving the family.

FOREST CITY — The Forest 
City Police Department formally 
welcomed three of its newest staff 
members during a swearing in 
ceremony at the Forest City Town 
Council meeting on Monday eve-
ning.

Investigator Brandon Rothrock, 
officer David Suttles and officer 
Joshua French were administered 
the oath of office by recently retired 
city clerk Sandra Mayse.

Investigator Rothrock returned 
to the Forest City Police Depart-
ment after two and a half years 
of serving as an investigator with 
the Rutherford County Sheriff’s 
Office.

He is a graduate of Chase High 
School and Isothermal Community 
College’s Basic Law Enforcement 
Training (BLET) program.

Rothrock resumed his duties 
with the Forest City Police Depart-
ment on Aug. 5 and is assigned to 
the Criminal Investigations Division.

“What I enjoy most about law 
enforcement is helping the public,” 
Rothrock said. “I’m glad to be back 
in Forest City — it’s like home.”

Officer Suttles joined the For-
est City police force after serving 

as a reserve officer with Lake Lure 
Police Department and Rutherford 
County Sheriff’s Office.

He is a graduate of East Ruth-
erford High School and Western 
Piedmont’s BLET program.

Suttles began his duties in Forest 
City on July 27 and is assigned to 
the Patrol Division.

Officer French joined the Forest 
City Police Department after gradu-

ating from Appalachian State Uni-
versity and McDowell County Com-
munity College’s BLET program.

He began his employment with 
the Forest City police on Aug. 4 and 
is assigned to the Patrol Division.

After the swearing in ceremony, 
Forest City Mayor Dennis Tarlton, 
town commissioners and Police 
Chief Jay Jackson welcomed and 
congratulated the three officers.

Three new officers in Forest City
BY ALYSSA MULLIGER

AMULLIGER@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

Jean Gordon/Daily Courier
Three new officers with the Forest City Police Department were formally 
sworn in Monday evening during a ceremony at the Forest City Town 
Council meeting. Pictured are (left to right) Forest City Mayor Dennis Tarl-
ton, Officer Joshua French, Investigator Brandon Rothrock, Officer David 
Suttles and Police Chief Jay Jackson.

SPINDALE—A driver 
of a tractor-trailer did not 
stop in Spindale Tuesday 
at about 12:30 p.m. when 
the truck clipped a guide 
wire to a power line at 
Textile Avenue and Oak 
Street.

The incident snapped 
a wire cutting the power 

for about 90 minutes, said 
Lt. Lee Edwards, Spindale 
Police Department. 

S o m e  b u s i n e s s e s 
on Main Street closed 
because there was no 
power. 

Students at Spindale 
E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l , 
where the power was also 
shut off, stayed until the 
end of the day.

Truck clips line; cuts 
power to Spindale 
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“We confirmed this 
week that ordinance was 
in place and it did include 
trees,” Walls said. “The 
viable path was to use 
that ordinance to take 
down the tree or to even 
use it as leverage to get a 
lower price on the prop-
erty.”

However, he said the 
Division of Aviation was 
never made aware of the 
ordinance.

According to county 
officials, the ordinance is 
for a runway protection 
zone to keep the run-
way airspace clear, and 
it would have allowed 
the airpor t to clear the 
obstruction within the 
runway zone — where 
Owens’ proper ty was. 
It was that ordinance 

that led to a tentative 
agreement between the 
Airpor t Authority and 
Owens in 2010. That 
agreement was never 
pursued.

Addit ional ly,  Walls 
said the Division was 
under the assumption 
the project to purchase 
the property — at nearly 
double the independently 
appraised value — had 
the support of the Coun-
ty Commission because 
they approved the 10 per-
cent local match for the 
grant used to buy the 
land.

“Most airports have to 
get the 10 percent match 
from the county,” Walls 
said. “I assumed if the 
county was putting in the 
local match, they were in 
support of the project but 
I learned that the county 
approved the money but 
didn’t know what they 
were getting and they 

tried to stop it.”
Had he known both 

of those things, he said 
the Division would not 
have approved spending 
the grant fund to buy the 
property.

“Had I known that, I 
would have inter vened 
and stopped the project 
because these things only 
work if the local govern-
ment is in favor,” Walls 
said. “I would have gone 
there and evaluated the 
situation to find a solu-
tion.”

He did counter claims 
that the Airport Authority 
would have lost the grant 
funding if it did not act 
before July 1 to purchase 
the proper ty. An initial 
reason for the land deal 
was because then-Airport 
Authority Chairman Bob 
Howard said “we were 
told by the Division of 
Aviation that we were in 
violation and if it contin-

ued we would lose federal 
funding.”

Walls said that is par-
tially true.

“We pushed to get the 
tree mitigated and we 
have been in time issues 
in other grants but we 
have extended those 
grants before,” Walls 
said. “We didn’t force any-
thing with the purchase 
price or the land. I think 
it goes without saying 
that you want to mitigate 
the land in the best way 
possible. I could have 
protected the money or 
utilized other money so 
the time issue was not the 
case.”

Regional and munici-
pal airpor ts receive a 
$150,000 allotment from 
the Federal  Aviat ion 
Administration (FAA). 
Walls said there was the 
prospect of the county 
temporarily losing those 
funds if the tree issue was 

not resolved.
“They wanted to keep 

getting the money and 
use it on buildings and 
other things but I told 
them if they didn’t get the 
tree taken care of, they 
could not use the money 
for that,” Walls said. “I 
would have frozen the 
money because the intent 
of that money is for safe-
ty first. If you have that 
taken care of, you can 
use the money for other 
things.”

He did validate the 
Division’s edict three 
y e a r s  t h a t  a i r p o r t s 
across the state need-
ed to have any and all 
obstr uctions removed 
from runways and glide 
s lopes .  The  A i rpor t 
Author i ty  had  o ther 
options such as displac-
ing the threshold — or 
moving the runway — 
or adding length to the 
runway but Walls said it 

would have been more 
e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h e 
$300,000 to buy the land.

“I f  we moved the 
threshold and went back 
and got the property for 
the appraised value, it 
would have been more 
expensive,” Walls said. 
“We looked at adding feet 
to the runway and that 
number was much higher 
than the $300,000 so the 
best thing to mitigate the 
tree was to put the land 
purchase in even though 
we weren’t encouraged 
by the price.”

Walls said the deal, 
despite questions, was 
a valid deal but he under-
stood issues surrounding it.

“From a  transpar -
ency perspective, it sure 
doesn’t feel good but 
from an an Xs and Os per-
spective it really doesn’t 
matter,” Walls said. “It 
still  doesn’t pass the 
transparency test.”

DEAL

R U T H E R F O R D 
COUNTY AIRPOR T 
— The Rutherford County 
Airport Authority is look-
ing into changing its fuel 
pricing policy.

During its regular 
meeting Tuesday, the 
board considered a differ-
ent method to providing 
incentive to purchasers of 
fuel in mass quantity.

The airpor t allows 
aircraft owners based at 
Marchman Field to pre-
purchase fuel at the price 
established at the time of 
purchase. The fuel can be 
dispensed at anytime.

“If someone wanted to 
pre-purchase 5,000 gallons 
of fuel, they would write 
a check for the rate. But, 
if the price of fuel went 
up, we could actually lose 
money,” said Carl Classen, 

Rutherford County man-
ager.

However, there was 
the risk of allowing the 
pre-purchase of mass fuel 
quantities at one rate, the 
price going up and the 
county losing money on 
the sale of fuel.

A proposal being stud-
ied will remove the ability 
to pre-purchase and allow 
a rebate on fuel purchases 
by those based at the air-
port.

The rebate would be 
on a cents-per-gallon for 
Jet A fuel. Additionally, 
the airport will monitor 
the wholesale price of Jet 
A and 100LL fuel weekly 
and adjust the sale price 
to “remain competitive 
on retail pricing while 
maintaining a margin to 
positive cash flow to help 
cover costs.”

Over the last fiscal 

year, the airport gener-
ated over $71,000 in over-
all fuel sales and had over 
$300,000 in sales in the 
month of July.

According to Airport 
Manager Chris Roach, 
there are six aircraft on 
the field that qualify for 
the rebate program.

“I have talked to a few 
of them and they are inter-
ested,” Roach said.

Under the program, 
rebates would be paid in 
June and December. Clas-
sen said June was selected 
because it marks the end 
of the county’s fiscal year 
and December because 
of property taxes coming 
due.

The rebate structure is 
20 cents per gallon for up 
to 3,000 gallons, 40 cents 
for 3,001 to 6,000 gallons, 
60 cents for 6,001 to 12,000 
gallons and 80 cents on 

more than 12,000 gallons 
purchased.

“It still gives the heavy 
users a benefit,” Classen 
said.

He added the policy 
would take effect Dec. 1 
and any fuel purchased 
and not used prior to Nov. 
30 would be rebated.

The Authority elected 
to table the implementa-
tion of the new policy until 
its October meeting to 
allow other airplane own-
ers to be contacted for 
feedback.

In other business, the 
Authority:

• discussed future air-
port improvements;

• approved a hanger 
transfer between Tevis 
and KCH contingent on 
review of the transfer;

• discussed a drainage 
issue related to property 
adjacent to the airport.

Airport considers fuel 
pricing policy changes
BY MATTHEW CLARK

THE COURIER PRESS

RALEIGH — U.S. Sen. 
Richard Burr’s political 
committee says his 
involvement in a 
campaign fundrais-
er for North Caro-
lina House Speaker 
Thom Tillis next 
week should not be 
seen as an official 
endorsement of Til-
lis’ own Senate bid.

Burr will co-host 
with two other Republican 
senators a Sept. 24 event 
in Washington for Tillis’ 
Senate campaign. Tillis is 
among four announced 
candidates for May’s GOP 
primary. The winner will 

take on Democratic incum-
bent Kay Hagan.

B u r r ’ s  c a m p a i g n 
released a statement Tues-

day saying Burr 
has always been 
happy to “help any 
Nor th Carolina 
Republican who 
wants to come to 
Washington  to 
raise money.”

Tillis has fund-
raisers this week 
in Winston-Salem, 

Wallace and his hometown 
of Cornelius.

Tillis consultant Paul 
Shumaker says his client 
will have other events fea-
turing national and North 
Carolina notables.

Burr co-hosting event for 
Tillis Senate bid in D.C.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Thom  
Tillis
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